
 
 
 

 
Commissioner Meeting Minutes 

 
 

January 7, 2025  through  Dec. 22, 2025 
 

~ Full Year Archive Provided in Bi-Annual Segments. ~ 
 

Scroll Down to View Minutes 
 
 

Learn More About Mitchell County, KS Commissioners 
and view all minutes by clicking the following link:  

   

• www.mitchellcountykansas.com/county-commissioners.html 

 

http://www.mitchellcountykansas.com/county-commissioners.html


 
 
 

 
Commissioner Meeting Minutes 

 
 

January 7, 2025  through  June 23, 2025 
 

~ First half of year archive. ~ 
 

Scroll Down to View Minutes 
 
 

Learn More About Mitchell County, KS Commissioners 
and view all minutes by clicking the following link:  

 

• www.mitchellcountykansas.com/county-commissioners.html 

 

http://www.mitchellcountykansas.com/county-commissioners.html


January 7, 2025 
 The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Tuesday, January 7, 2025. The 
Courthouse was closed on Monday due to weather conditions. Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike 
Cooper and Jim Marshall were in attendance. Commissioner District #2 elect Mike Riemann was also present. 

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 The minutes of the Monday, December 23, 2024 meeting and a waiver of the December 30, 2024 
meeting were approved as written on motion by Jim Marshall. The motion was seconded by Mike Cooper and 
carried 3-0. 

  David Dohe, EM, was present with information on Alternative Fuels and Flammable Incident Response 
and Management Training. Dohe will attend in July with Kyle Kopsa in Pueblo, CO. The department of 
Homeland Security will be reimbursing the county for the cost of the training. The next Fire Chiefs Meeting will 
be held the 16th at Trapper Joe’s in Simpson. The LEPC Meeting will be held Monday the 27th at noon at the 
Fort Hays Tech North Central. 

 Missy McGinnis, EMS, was present with yearly updates. Total charges for 2024 were $509,540.45 and 
payments were $291,113.21, after adjustments an A/R balance at the end of December is $218,361.88. There 
is still revenue coming in from 2024 and a total of 725 calls. American Ag & Auto is working on MC2 and MC1 
is back in action. McGinnis requested permission to keep MC1 as a backup when the new ambulance arrives. 
EMS was short on ambulances most of 2024. Sam Caito was hired as a part-time employee.  

 Janelle Kircher, MCHHS, was present with quarterly updates. The Masquerade Ball went really well 
with about 150 in attendance. The Centers of Medicare & Medicaid Services announced Mitchell County 
Hospital Health Services as a birthing friendly designation. The Resident Care Center was named one of the 
best nursing homes of 2025 by US News and World Report and MCHHS is one of the 100 best hospitals in 
patient experience, obstetrics labor and delivery, and emergency care. Dr Owens and Dr Banker are 
preforming robotic surgeries now in Beloit. Kircher is hoping that by the next visit she will be able to discuss 
more about the 400-wing remodel; an out-patient surgery clinic. This will be a self-funded remodel along with 
donations. Kircher expressed her thanks to the current board members.  

 A contract for audit services for 2024 from Lindberg Vogel Pierce Faris, Chartered, CPA was approved 
on motion by Mike Cooper. Jim Marshall seconded the motion and it was carried 3-0. 

Tom Claussen read a letter from KCAMP explaining contribution increases. Jim Marshall moved to 
approve the KWORCC invoice at the amount of $92,397 for 2025. The motion was seconded by Mike Cooper 
and carried 3-0. 

A statement for the quarterly expense to North Central Kansas Regional Juvenile Detention Facility was 
received. The expense for Mitchell County for January to March 2025 is $1,977.15.  

 The meeting was adjourned at 10:01 a.m. on motion by Jim Marshall and seconded by Mike Cooper. 
The motion was carried 3-0. 

  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
  



January 13, 2025 
 The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, January 13, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Cooper and Jim Marshall were in attendance. Commissioner District #2 
elect Mike Riemann and Commissioner District #3 elect Cole Eberle were also present. 

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The minutes of the Tuesday, January 7, 2025 meeting were approved as written on motion by Jim 
Marshall. The motion was seconded by Mike Cooper and carried 3-0. 

 Deputy Clerk Lynne Imboden administrated the Oath of Office to all newly elected county officials. The 
officials reciting the oath were Mike Riemann, Commissioner District #2, Cole Eberle, Commissioner District 
#3, Heather Weston, County Clerk, Tami Eck, Register of Deeds, Tony Perez, Sheriff, and Mark Noah, County 
Attorney. Once sworn in, the new commissioners took their seats.  

Resolution 25-01 naming the Chairman/Vice-Chairman for 2025 was the first business addressed by 
the new commission. Cole Eberle moved to nominate Tom Claussen as Chairman. The motion was seconded 
by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. A motion to appoint Mike Riemann Vice-Chairman was made by Cole Eberle 
and seconded by Tom Claussen. It was carried 3-0. 

 Resolution 25-02 naming the official bank, newspaper, and website for 2025 was approved on motion 
by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0.   

 Resolution 25-03 the Waiver of GAP Principles of Accounting was approved on motion by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0.  

 Resolution 25-04 approving all County Dates for 2025 was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The 
motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 

 Resolution 25-05 Elected Official Salaries was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

 Terrence Silvia, Communications, Phillip Murrow, LEPG, Cortney Murrow, Health Department, Alex 
Vorhees, Leadership Mitchell County, Halley Roberson, City Manager, Renee Gengler, Missy McGinnis, EMS 
and her crew on call; Stacey Allen, Andrew, Allen, Ryan Scarrow, and Jacob Haberman were in attendance to 
welcome the new commissioners and introduce themselves.  

  David Dohe, EM, presented the new commissioners with credentialing paperwork and stated they 
need to appoint a new representative to the LEPC. Dohe informed the commission of the Fire Chiefs meeting, 
KDEM council, and the HEMP grant for which he applied.  

  McGinnis addressed the possibility of ordering new ambulance. The current ones on order are being 
pushed back almost a year. After discussion, she will return next week with more information.   

 Cole Eberle moved the meeting of the County Commissioners recess into executive session to discuss 
performance of an employee of the county pursuant to the non-elected personnel matter exception, KSA 75-
4319(b)(1), for a period of 10 minutes. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The 
executive session began at 9:43 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:53 a.m., no action taken. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 9:54 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike Riemann. 
The motion was carried 3-0. 

  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
  



January 21, 2025 
 The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, January 21, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle were in attendance. Matthew Friess was present 
for Leadership Mitchell County.  

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The minutes of the Monday, January 13, 2025 meeting were approved as corrected on motion by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 

  Allen Eilert and Garry Clark with Solomon Rapids Fire #3 were present with a transfer from their 2024 
budget. Resolution 25-11 a transfer of $23,000 from the Solomon Rapids Fire #3 General Fund to the Solomon 
Rapids Fire #3 Special Equipment Fund was requested. The resolution was approved on motion by Cole 
Eberle and seconded by Mike Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 

 Tom Deneke representing MCO Fire #1 was present with a transfer from their 2024 budget. Resolution 
25-10 to transfer $6,500 from the MCO Fire #1 General Fund to the MCO Fire #1 Special Equipment Fund was 
requested. The resolution was approved on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike Riemann. The 
motion was carried 3-0. 

 Tyler Jensen & Kris Jones with Mitchell County Rescue Squad were present to request a transfer from 
the Rescue Squad (Ambulance) General Fund to the Rescue Squad Special Equipment Fund from their 2024 
budget. Resolution 25-07 to transfer $15,000 was approved on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by 
Cole Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 

 Missy McGinnis, EMS Director, was present to request a transfer to the Ambulance Capital Outlay Fund 
and Special Equipment Fund from the Ambulance General Fund. Resolution 25-08 to transfer $40,000 to the 
Ambulance Capital Outlay Fund and Resolution 25-09 to transfer $40,000 to the Ambulance Special 
Equipment Fund was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and 
carried 3-0. Thomas Hawks and Andrew Allen, EMS, were present also.  

 McGinnis spoke with a representative from Osage Ambulance and informed the commission that an 
ambulance on order can be cancelled at any time before the decals are applied. She then presented the 
commissioners with a quote for a 2028 Osage Type 1 Super Warrior Ambulance built on a Ford F550 4WD gas 
chassis at a cost of $336,433. The ambulance is projected to be delivered in the second quarter 2028. Cole 
Eberle moved to place an order for the Osage Type 1 Super Warrior Ambulance F550 for the second quarter 
2028. Tom Claussen seconded the motion and it was carried 3-0.  

 McGinnis requested a 10-minute executive session for non-elected personnel. Cole Eberle moved the 
meeting of the County Commissioners recess into executive session to discuss performance of an employee of 
the county pursuant to the non-elected personnel matter exception, KSA 75-4319(b)(1), for a period of 10 
minutes with McGinnis, Heather Weston, Clerk, and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by 
Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The executive session began at 9:25 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 
10:35 a.m. The executive session was extended by 5 minutes on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. It was carried 3-0. The session started at 9:35 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:40 a.m. 
No decisions were made in executive session.  

 Jessy Bliss, IT, requested a 15-minute executive session for security measures. Cole Eberle moved the 
meeting of the County Commissioners recess into executive session to discuss security measures regarding 
courthouse security per, KSA 75-4319(b)(12) as the discussion of such matters at an open meeting will 
jeopardize its security for a period of 15 minutes with Bliss, Weston, and the three commissioners. The 
executive session started at 9:48 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 10:03 a.m. No decisions were 
made in executive session.  

 After discussion with Bliss, Tom Claussen moved to end the open-ended contract with Jeff Roberg for 
IT services with the county as of December 2024. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-
0. A purchase of Microsoft 365 Business Standard subscription for the county at a cost of $3,750 per year was 



approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The 
subscription will be paid for out of the Courthouse Technology Fund.  

 Brian Streit, Maintenance, was present to request approval to purchase a whole building surge 
protector. The bid from Heineken Electric for $5,954.00 will cover both high and low voltage surges. Cole 
Eberle moved to approve the purchase of the surge protector at a cost of $5,954 out of the Courthouse 
Renovation Fund. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0.  

 Cortney Murrow was present and discussed upcoming trainings for her department. She informed the 
commission of the risk analysis done by TW Securities paid for with grant funds. The company will also assist 
in case of any information breaches. Murrow explained to the commissioners that they are the local board of 
health and outlined some of their responsibilities. The Community Baby Shower is coming up and the Health 
Advisory Board zoom meeting is tomorrow from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.  

 Keegan Bailey, NCRPC, was present to discuss CDBG funds. A letter was signed to notify SMC 
Contracting that their sole source bid for the Dunstan Trucking LLC project was approved. A correction needed 
to be made for the Kettle Coffee, LLC project before bid funds were requested. The original freezer accepted 
would not fit in its chosen location. The new freezer at a lower cost of $3,274 from Phoenix Food Equip. was 
approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 3-0. Request 
for payment 4 for Kettle Coffee, LLC for $10,566.27 was approved on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by 
Mike Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 

 David Dohe, EM, was present with the updates from the Quarterly Fire Chiefs Meeting. The LEPC 
Meeting is next Monday at noon at the Fort Hays Tech North Central Conference Room. 

 Mike Riemann moved to approve Resolution 25-12 2025 Budgeted Transfers. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. From the General Fund: the sum of $120,000 was transferred to the 
Road & Bridge Fund, $100,000 was transferred to the Courthouse Technology Fund, and $100,000 to the Solid 
Waste Fund.   

 Resolution 25-06 Outstanding Check Write off was approved on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded 
by Mike Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0.  

 The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m. on motion by Tom Claussen and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 

  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
  



January 27, 2025 
 The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, January 27, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle were in attendance.  

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The minutes of the Tuesday, January 21, 2025 meeting were approved as written on motion by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 

Jessy Bliss, IT, discussed the Altera IT software discussed at the previous meeting. Bliss spoke to all of 
the department heads and received approval to use the software. Cole Eberle moved to approve the quote 
from Altera at a cost of $3,380. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 

Melinda Latham, Appraiser, was present to inform the commissioners about the process for appealing 
values. There are two times a year taxpayers can protest their values to the County Appraiser. If values 
changes are made, documentation will be presented to the commission for approval. Latham stated ag land 
values have decreased for 2025 and there is a slight increase in residential values. 2025 values will be mailed 
to Mitchell County residents mid-February.  

Carol Torkelson, NCRPC, was present with bids for exhaust fans for Dunstan Trucking, LLC as part of 
the CDBG grant. Mike Riemann moved to approve the bid from SMC Concrete & Construction at a cost of 
$5,875. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. Five businesses have participated so far 
and just under $27,000 is left. 

Mark Noah, County Attorney, was present to discuss the need for a county coroner for the 12th Judicial 
District. There was only one application submitted to Cloud County who manages the 12th District. The salary 
requested is about 4 times as much as the prior coroner. Noah would like to see the contract. The 
commissioners stated they are most likely going to have to agree if no one else is interested. Commissioner 
Claussen is going to reach out to Cloud County. 

Emily Benedick, SVED, was present with the annual Rural Opportunities Zone Program resolution. In 
the past, the county has attributed $15,000 with a max of $1,500 per person. Twenty-two people have gone 
through the program and the county currently has 5 on the waiting list. Almost everyone that has utilized the 
ROZ program still lives in Mitchell County. Resolution 25-13 was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The 
motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0.  

Julie Willoughby, DVACK Rural Outreach Advocate, was present with proclamations for January. A 
proclamation for National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month and National Stalking Awareness 
Month were approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
The outreach office is located in Concordia and they cover 10 counties.  

David Dohe, EM, was present with the County Wildfire Prevention Plan, CWPP. The county mitigation 
plan already addresses most of these issues. The information was handed out by the forest service to the 
county. It was a unanimous decision that Dohe will be the point of contact for the CWPP. He reminded the 
commission of the LEPC meeting at noon at Fort Hays Tech North Central.  

A neighborhood revitalization for Jesse and Emily Benedick for a barn rebuild at a cost of $82,490 was 
approved on motion by Tom Claussen and seconded by Cole Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 

A KDHE permit for run off of a feedlot for Doug Schmitt was received.  

 The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole Eberle. 
The motion was carried 3-0. 

  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



February 3, 2025 
 The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, February 3, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle were in attendance.  

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The minutes of the Monday, January 27, 2025 meeting were approved as written on motion by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

Larry Townsend and Tracey Barton with the Kansas Natural Resource Coalition were present. The 
coalition fights the battles for the county in matters of state and federal overreach. Current subjects are the 
lesser prairie chicken and fossil fuels that involve our cattlemen and farmers and dictate when and how they 
can use your own property. Typical government you can buy your way out of it. Townsend said it was the best 
money he spent when he was a commissioner. Thirty-two Kansas counties are members of the KNRC. He was 
on the steering committee when he sat as commissioner. The membership fees are $5,000 annually. The 
KNRC board is all county representatives and they do not take state or federal money. The board works with 
local government to hold the state and federal governments accountable to their own rules. The commission 
agreed they would like to talk to local people to see what their thoughts are. The discussion was tabled until 
next meeting.  

Marty Hernandez, Public Works, was present with department updates. Break downs and repairs have 
been a major issue for Road & Bridge. They are doing some touchup work on the causeway before guardrails 
are installed. The county maintains the Causeway in a deal with the Bureau of Reclamation. The weather has 
delayed the Causeway Project. A grader needs a new transmission, it is a 2016 with 5700 hours. They will do 
the overhaul in house. The new shop has allowed them to perform more maintenance, saving the county 
money. Hernandez said he would see how the year goes and maybe get a quote for a new grader.  

Heather Weston, County Clerk, presented bids for a new office copier. The three bids were from Tri-
Central Office Supply, 360 Document Solutions, and Century Business Systems. After discussion the 
commissioners approved Weston to go with the bid from Century Business Systems at a cost of $11,200 for a 
new Ricoh machine that will be paid half in 2025 and half in 2026.  

A neighborhood revitalization for Allen Curtis for a business remodel for Astra Healthcare and Wellness 
at a cost of $110,000 was approved on motion by Tom Claussen and seconded by Mike Riemann. The motion 
was carried 3-0. 

A letter recommending Sarah Jensen be appointed to the Mitchell County Tourism Board was received 
from Lucille Heller. Mike Riemann moved to approve the MCC Tourism Board appointment beginning January 
2025 which was seconded by Cole Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0.   

 The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike Riemann. 
The motion was carried 3-0. 

 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
  



February 10, 2025 
 The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, February 10, 2025. Chairman Tom 
Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle were in attendance.  

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The minutes of the Monday, February 3, 2025 meeting were approved as written on motion by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 

 Missy McGinnis, EMS Director, & Stuart Porter, Schwab Eaton, were present to discuss the building 
addition at the current EMS location. Porter stated that if public funds are being utilized for the project there are 
certain codes to which you must adhere, an architect is warranted. He questioned the commission about building 
codes and read requirements from the State Fire Marshall’s website. For public improvements over $100,000 the 
contractors need to be bonded. The new parcel purchased by the county is not in the city limits, a discussion of 
possible annexation took place. Halley Roberson, City Manager, joined the discussion and stated if that was 
possible then the county could use Beloit City’s adopted building codes. Fort Hays Tech North Central donated a 
portion of land for the project and part of the deal was that the project keeps moving forward and does not 
become stagnant. McGinnis and the commission agree that an architect needs to be involved, she will began 
reaching out for more information.    

 Lisa Blad, County Health, was present to explain the years of service process to the new commissioners. 
Currently, $25 Chamber Bucks for every 5 years of service for county employees are given. The commissioners 
questioned the administrative fee for the checks. Blad is going to do some more research as to who the fee is 
actually paid to since H&R Block prints the checks. It was stated that maybe we should look at doing it another 
way. Marty Hernandez has been with the county 5 years, Amanda Noah 10 years, and Penny Charles 15 years. 

 Halley Roberson, City Manager, spoke about the current projects happening in Beloit City. Street updates, 
apartment remodel at North Campus, and the progress on the water plant project. 

 David Dohe, EM, was present to talk about the incoming weather. The mass notification system is set up 
for all county employees in case of closures.  

 Lynne Imboden, HR, was present with a quote for a new time clock system. Total investment for the 
system is $36,367.26 from Time Clock Plus. After the first year the ongoing annual investment is $9,948.29. The 
county has had the current time clock system for approximately 8 years. The customer service of the current 
company is lacking and Imboden spent last week on hold and still didn’t get her problems fixed. The commission 
asked that she find out what needs to be done to cancel and if there are any costs associated with canceling the 
current system. She will find out more details and return. 

 Information about The Kansas Association of County Planning and Zoning Officials (KACPZO) annual 
membership was discussed. After discussion, the board decided that it was not necessary to be a member. 

 Discussion tabled from last week about membership of the Kansas Natural Resource Coalition was 
addressed. At this point in time the commission doesn’t believe that it is a useful expense for Mitchell County and 
unanimously agrees not to join. Commissioner Eberle likes the idea of the coalition for policy writing because of 
issues that may arise. The board hesitates to join another group, but it could be something the county joins in the 
future.   

 Tami Eck, Register of Deeds, requested an executive session for non-elected personnel. Tom Claussen 
moved the meeting of the County Commissioners recess into executive session to discuss performance of an 
employee of the county pursuant to the non-elected personnel matter exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1), for a 
period of 10 minutes. The executive session started at 10:04 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 10:14 a.m. 
No decisions were made in executive session. 

 Heidi Jones has been hired as the Deputy Register of Deeds. She will begin work on the 13th.  

 The meeting was adjourned at 10:18 a.m. on motion by Tom Claussen and seconded by Mike Riemann. 
The motion was carried 3-0. 

_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
  



February 18, 2025 
The Mitchell County Commissioners did not meet on Tuesday February 18, 2025 in formal session due to 

inclement weather. This serves as a waiver of the minutes for the meeting. 
 

February 24, 2025 
 The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, February 24, 2025. Chairman Tom 
Claussen and member Cole Eberle were in attendance.  

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The minutes of the Monday, February 10, 2025 meeting and the waiver of minutes for the February 18 
meeting were approved as written on motion by Tom Claussen. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and 
carried 2-0. 

  Tami Eck, Register of Deeds, brought new employee Heidi Jones for introductions to the board of 
commissioners. 

 The North Central Kansas Highway Association Meeting will be held at the Saline County Livestock & 
Expo Center on April 2th. 

 David Dohe, EM, and Tony Perez, Sheriff, were present and discussed Pawnee Mental Health with the 
commissioners. It was unanimous that Pawnee is lacking in the services provided in Mitchell County. Dohe stated 
that a local group of professionals have formed a committee to address mental health. Dohe also handed out 
information on the weather spotter class April 9th in Beloit. 

 Lynne Imboden, HR, stated that a zoom is set up with another time clock company and she got a quote 
without the time clocks from Time Clock Plus. It is a big savings to use a kiosk instead of clocks since most 
employees clock in on their phones or computers anyway. The contract with the current company is up at the end 
of March. 

 Marty Hernandez, Public Works, stated that his employees got the transmission put in the motor grader 
and the cost was under $5,000. This was a big savings doing it themselves versus sending it out. The new shop is 
already paying off. 

 A discussion about random drug testing for county employees was had. All present decided that the issue 
would have to be discussed further. 

 Julie Willoughby, DVACK, was present with a proclamation for Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month. 
February was proclaimed Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month in Mitchell County on motion by Tom Claussen. 
The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 2-0. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Tom Claussen. The 
motion was carried 2-0. 

  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
 
 
 The Multi-County Meeting was called to order at 12:00 Noon at the Smith Center Courthouse. Jim 
Gwennap, Smith County, called the meeting to order and introductions followed with representatives from 
Osborne County, Jewell County, Smith County, and Mitchell County.  
 Discussion involved Pawnee Mental Health versus High Plains, merit pay and employee evaluations, 
landfill fees, and subcontracting for road work. Smith County expressed the concerns they were having with an 
elected official. The next meeting will be in Jewell County on June 16th. The meeting was adjourned at 1:13 p.m. 
  



March 3, 2025 
 The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, March 3, 2025. Chairman Tom 
Claussen and member Cole Eberle were in attendance.  

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The minutes of the Monday, February 24, 2025 meeting were approved as written on motion by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 2-0. 

 Cole Eberle moved to approve a Neighborhood Revitalization for Avery Brothers, LLC for a building 
addition at the cost of $49,000. The motion was seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 2-0. 

 A KDHE wastewater permit for Thiessen Cattle Co was received. It will be posted until the public 
comment period has expired. 

Two Cereal Malt Beverage Licenses for Waconda Shores were approved on motion by Cole Eberle and 
seconded by Tom Claussen. The motion was carried 2-0. The licenses are for both on premises and off 
premises consumption. 

A press release stated that Pawnee Mental Health received a grant to provide free mental health 
awareness trainings through October 2026. Cortney Murrow, Health Dept, was present and said she had a 
recent meeting with Pawnee Mental Health and was hoping that relations would beh better. After a recent 
meeting, it was noted that High Plains Mental Health offers more when compared to Pawnee.   

Tony Perez, Sheriff, Marty Hernandez & Karm Cherek, Road & Bridge, Halley Roberson, City of Beloit, 
Matt Lichtenwalter, Bobby Knudsen, Kelly Hawk, & Missy McGinnis, EMS, Cortney Murrow, County Health, 
Terrence Silvia, Communications, David Dohe, EM, and Lynne Imboden, HR, were present to discuss Mitchell 
County employee drug testing. Currently CDL holders are being tested by Compliance One labs. Imboden 
reached out to Anytime Lab and Compliance One to compare the services provided. The primary services 
needed would be pre-employment screening, random testing, and post-accident. Both companies were flexible 
to work with county departments that do not work Monday thru Friday schedules. Commissioner Eberle asked 
that both labs be invited to give a presentation to the board. Halley Roberson described the current policy the 
City of Beloit has in place.   

 Lynne Imboden, HR, informed the commission that the second company she spoke to about time 
clocks uses the same software we currently have. She expressed her concerns with staying with the same 
software since we are having issues. Her suggestion is that we go with Time Clock Plus after talking to other 
counties that have had success. Imboden will return when all commissioners are present for a decision to be 
made. 

 Dawn Snyder, 12th Judicial District Community Corrections & Juvenile Services, was present with grant 
applications for FY26. They are requesting the same amount as last year. Instead of flat funding, the state is 
now taking more factors into consideration when allocating funds such as; the level of offenders, district size, 
success rate, poverty rate & crime rate. In the future the program may receive a slight increase. The Kansas 
Department of Corrections dictates what they can apply for and they have to work within that budget. For FY26 
the Adult Comprehensive Plan Grant is $391,201.10, the Juvenile Comprehensive Plan Grant is $292,469.94 
and the Juvenile Evidence Based Programs Grant (FY 26-27) is $212,404.90. Cole Eberle moved to approve 
the grant funding and the motion was seconded by Tom Claussen. The motion was carried 2-0.  

 A letter from Brian Dillner requesting reappointment to the Mitchell County Hospital Endowment Fund 
Board was received. Tom Claussen moved to reappoint Dillner to another 5-year term. The move was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 2-0.  

 The meeting was adjourned at 9:56 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Tom Claussen. 
The motion was carried 2-0.  

_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



March 10, 2025 
 The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, March 10, 2025. Chairman Tom 
Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle were in attendance.  

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The minutes of the Monday, March 3, 2025 meeting were approved as written on motion by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 

Marty Hernandez & Karm Cherek, Public Works, were present to request an executive session for non-
elected personnel for the landfill. Cole Eberle moved the meeting of the County Commissioners recess into 
executive session to discuss performance of an employee of the county pursuant to the non-elected personnel 
matter exception, KSA 75-4319(b)(1), for a period of 30 minutes with Hernandez, Cherek, Heather Weston, 
Clerk, and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The 
executive session began at 8:37 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:07 a.m. No decisions were made 
in executive session. 

Cortney Murrow, County Health, and Shelby Bohnert, Medical Foundation, were present with annual 
grant applications. Mitchell County is the lead county for the PHEP Grant and has a contract with the Mitchell 
County Regional Medical Foundation to distribute funds. Mike Riemann moved to accept the grant applications 
for a total of $47,130. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. There are five grants the 
Health Department writes for every year. The PHEP Grant for $11,180, no match dollars required. The IEP 
Grant for $3,100, no match dollars. The Maternal & Child Health Funds Grant is written for $41,000, but the 
county will not receive the whole amount. Mitchell County oversees Jewell County administering this program. 
This grant requires and 40% match on a portion of funds. The State Formula Grant is money received based 
on population with no requirements, $12,000 was applied for this year. The Family Planning Grant of $43,000 
was applied for but the county will not receive the whole amount. This grant does require a match. Murrow 
stated they are bringing Lincoln County into the fold for family planning and will hopefully receive more funding 
in the future. Cole Eberle moved to approve SFY 2026 grant applications for the Mitchell County Health 
Department. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0.  

Murrow requested to use funds from the workforce development grant to purchase new apparel and 
attend required trainings for the health department staff. They will also be purchasing replacement blood 
pressure cuffs and a new vitals machine. She then notified the commissioners of issues with the parking lot 
that will need to be addressed.   

Lisa Blad, County Health, was present to discuss the counties use of chamber checks for years of 
service. She talked to H & R block and it is a 2% fee per check and the money goes to the chamber of 
Commerce. The county will continue on with the current process for years of service.   

David Lamb, KCAMP, was present to discuss an overview of current insurance coverages and risk 
programs. KCAMP insurance is a pool of counties, member owned. The contributions rates have increased 
dramatically recently due to a rise in claims but things have leveled out so hopefully we will not see a big jump 
in 2026. The risk is spread out among the members statewide, 81 of 105 Kansas counties are members, which 
allows them to provide good rates. The KCAMP board members are all elected officials from member counties.  

Carol Torkelson, NCRPC, was present with the CDBG Business Grant for Dairy Queen and Kettle 
Coffee. LLC. Dairy Queen had two quotes for HVAC from Watts & Son and Remus Plumbing. Watts had the 
lowest bid at the extended price of $10,350.21. There was one quote for drive-thru headsets given at the 
extended price of $7,937.10, so a sole source letter will need to be supplied to the state. The two quotes were 
approved on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. Kettle 
Coffee, LLC was notified of a price increase on previously approved items. The commission approved for the 
outside dining items to now be purchased through Amazon at a lower cost on motion by Mike Riemann. The 
motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. $4,018.10 will be requested which is the final payment 
for Kettle, LLC.    



David Dohe, EM, was present to talk about the process of appointing a new board member to the 
LEPC. Cole Eberle has stated that he would be the commission representative for the county and this 
nomination will be taken to the next LEPC meeting. Dohe will bring these appointments back to the 
commissioners to be approved.  

A group of concerned individuals wanting to address mental health in the community have started a 
task force. They believe that current services provided in Mitchell County are lacking and are trying to figure 
out what can be done. The lead for the group is Sunflower Clinical and Family Services.  

Cole Eberle moved to appoint Mike Riemann to the Mitchell County Cemetery Board. The motion was 
seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 3-0.  

The Mitchell County Board of County Commissioners received a letter from the 12th Judicial District 
notifying them that Dwight Daniels has submitted his resignation from the nominating commission. It is the 
requirement of the board to appoint another member.   

Dr. David Dupy the new 12th Judicial District Coroner sent his resume and executive summary for the 
board. He will be reaching out to local sheriff’s office soon. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole Eberle. 
The motion was carried 3-0.  

 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
 
 
  



March 17, 2025 
 The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, March 17, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle were in attendance.  

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The minutes of the Monday, March 10, 2025 meeting was approved as written on motion by 
Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 

 Lynne Imboden, HR, informed the commission a decision must be made regarding the time 
clock before the end of March. The current contract with Attendance on Demand expires at the end of 
March and if we do not terminate, we are obligated to pay another year of fees. Imboden talked to 
Time Clock Plus (TCP), the new vendor, who stated that they would be able to get the system up and 
running before the end of the next pay period if we contract with them. Jewell County just switched to 
this company and said things are going very smoothly and they are considerably cheaper. Mike 
Riemann moved to approve the purchase of the TCP system with a total initial investment of $11,445. 
The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0.  

 Tony Perez, Sheriff, and Steve Martin, Deputy Sheriff, were present to discuss Kansas Police 
& Firemen’s Retirement System (KP&F). The Mitchell County Sheriff’s Office is in contention with 
other offices because of lower pay and the fact that we do not have KP&F retirement. Retention is an 
issue and maybe the county could potentially pull people back to the area with the benefit. This 
program was put into place under the umbrella of KPERS specifically for these individuals, retirement 
is 10 years sooner than traditional KPERS. Perez said that the extra expense of KP&F could come 
out of the Sheriff’s Department budget and the county needs to stay competitive. If we cannot attract 
quality deputies what is the future going to look like for the whole county. If the commissioners choose 
not to go with KP&F, Perez would like to have a discussion about wage increases. Commissioner 
Eberle stated that his district is happy with the Sheriff’s Department and this is something that they 
need to look into. The commissioners agreed there would be more discussion at the department head 
meeting next week. Both the KHP and KBI as well as neighboring counties have KP&F. 

 Amber, Compliance One Drug Testing, was present to discuss drug testing for the county 
along with policies. The county has control of how the testing is handled and the company follows 
KDOT rules for compliance. Currently, the charge is $6.28 per person in the pool and they cover up to 
$30 if collection must be done off site. Most collections are done at mobile sites and collectors are 
trained to observe suspicious activity. Road & Bridge is the only department testing now because of 
CDL requirements. It is recommended the Sheriff’s Department, Dispatch, EMS, and Noxious Weed 
be tested, although some counties test all employees except elected officials. A policy will need to be 
created and followed and Compliance One will help with the process. Terrence Silvia, Dispatch, 
Cortney Murrow, County Health, Karm Cherek and Marty Hernandez, Road & Bridge and David Dohe, 
EM, were present for the discussion. 

 Philip Murrow, Carr Creek Township, was present to discuss the Payment in Lou of Taxes 
received from the state for the ground under Glen Elder Lake. The Carr Creek Township budget is 
$17,000 approximately and that is not enough for them to maintain the roads. The county gets 
approximately $70,000 from the state which goes to Road & Bridge for upkeep of the Cause Way and 
the dam road. Murrow is asking for some of this money to increase the township budget for road 
maintenance. Carr Creek is one of the four townships with lake ground. He just wanted to open the 
discussion of the possibility of receiving funds.  

 At a recent Multi-County Meeting Smith County spoke about a new employee evaluation 
system they had implemented. A maximum percentage of wage increase will be given to each 
department head at budget time so the increase can be accounted for on the next year’s budget. 
Department heads would perform evaluations twice a year in June and December allowing the 
employees time for improvement if needed before final wage increases are decided. A base 
percentage or cost of living will then be set for each employee and the money left will be used for 
merit raises within departments. This process puts more of the responsibility on the department 
heads. The HR department will look into a new evaluation form because many department heads do 



not like the current one. This topic will be discussed at the department head next Monday along with 
other budgeting issues for 2026. Melinda Latham, Appraiser, David Dohe, EM, Karm Cherek & Marty 
Hernandez, Road & Bridge, Yvonne Melton, Treasurer, Tami Eck, Register of Deeds, Tony Perez, 
Sheriff, Cortney Murrow, County Health, Lynne Imboden, HR, and Terrence Silvia, Dispatch, were 
present for this discussion.  

 Resolution 25-14 Fireworks Permit Requirements was approved on motion by Cole Eberle and 
seconded by Mike Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:38 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 

  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



March 24, 2025 
 The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, March 24, 2025. Chairman Tom 
Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle were in attendance.  

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The minutes of the Monday, March 17, 2025 meeting was approved as written on motion by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 

 Tony Miller, Director, & DeNae Bechard, Board of Director President, with NCK CASA and Child 
Advocacy Center were present to inform the commission of the work they do in the county. April is Child Abuse 
Prevention and Awareness Month. Mike Riemann moved to proclaim April 2025 Child Abuse Prevention Month. 
The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

 Terrence Silvia, Dispatch, was present to discuss 911 fund expenses. The 911 fund is funded by the 
state and audited. The current radio was purchased in 2020 with a 60/40 grant and the 5-year refresh is due. 
Silvia had quotes from Pierce Electronics LLC for the new radio work stations and the one matching their 
requirements was for $32,789. Dispatch has decided to build their own work stations for a cheaper price and 
get exactly what they want.   

Alan L. Burke, Anytime Lab Testing, and Becki Fisher, Carlson Service Company, LLC, were present to 
discuss county drug testing. The county would have control of how the testing is handled and Anytime Lab 
follows KDOT compliance rules. Mitchell County would have a designated employee representative that would 
help with schedules for random draws. Every single person has the same chance of being drawn every quarter 
and you can be involved in a general or private pool. A cost schedule was submitted for the clearing house @ 
$6.50 per employee enrolled. If the county decides to enroll all county employees, then the price will drop to 
$5.25 per person in the pool. A private pool is suggested to make sure the workplace is drug free. A twenty-
four-month contract is required up front and then annual thereafter. Customer service is the key to their 
business. Terrence Silvia, Dispatch, Karm Cherek and Marty Hernandez, Road & Bridge and David Dohe, EM, 
Tony Perez, Sheriff, Halley Roberson, City Manager, and Lynne Imboden, HR, were present for the discussion. 

  Missy McGinnis, EMS, and Brian Streit, Courthouse Maintenance, were present to discuss purchasing 
a generator at the Cawker City EMS Station. McGinnis stated that it was going to be $3,000 to $7,000 for a 
generator for the station. She was going to talk to Cawker City about possibly helping since they own the 
building and they have a recent EMS donation that can be put towards it. The Board of Commissioners asked 
them for the requirements to figure out the size of generator needed. Basic access to the EMS building is 
required if power is lost.   

 The meeting was adjourned at 10:04 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Tom 
Claussen. The motion was carried 3-0.  

_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
 
 
 
 

March 31, 2025 
  

The Mitchell County Commissioners did not meet on March 31, 2025 in formal session due to the 31st 
being the 5th Monday of the month per Resolution 25-04. This serves as a waiver of the minutes. 

 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
 



 April 7, 2025 
The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, April 7, 2025. Chairman Tom 

Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle were in attendance.  

 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The minutes of the Monday, March 24, 2025 Commission Meeting, the minutes of the Department 
Head Work Session on March 24, 2025, and the waiver of minutes for the March 31, 2025 Commission 
Meeting were approved as written on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and 
carried 3-0. 

 Commissioner Claussen stated some of the commission may attend meetings being held soon. The 
meetings are the 10 County Meeting in Concordia on April 9th, the Storm Spotter Meeting at Fort Hays Tech 
North Central on April 9th, and the Fire Chief’s Meeting at Fort Hays Tech North Central on April 17th.  

Cortney Murrow, Health Department, and Jessy Bliss, IT, requested an executive session for county 
health security reasons. Mike Riemann moved the meeting of the Board of County Commissioners recess into 
executive session to discuss security measures regarding the Health Department per KSA 75-4319(b)(12) as 
the discussion of such matters at an open meeting will jeopardize its security. The meeting included the three 
commissioners, Murrow, Bliss, and Heather Weston, Clerk for a period of 15 minutes. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session started at 8:43 a.m. and open meeting will 
resume at 8:58 a.m. in the commission room. No action was taken. 

 Cole Eberle moved to approve Virtu Email Encryptions for the County Health Department to be in 
compliance with HIPPA at a cost of $1,428 for 5 users for one year. The motion was seconded by Mike 
Riemann and carried 3-0. 

 Janelle Kircher, MCHHS, was present to discuss the hospital mill levy received from the county. The 
hospital currently receives 3 mills which was an increase of 1 mill for 2025. MCHHS is requesting 6 mills from 
the county. Kircher gave the commissioners a document showing comparisons of levies allocated by 
surrounding counties. The hospital is trying to grow and the continued support from the county will be 
important. Many services provided by the hospital do not receive reimbursement and Hospice and the 
Resident Care Center do not make money and need to be sustained. The commissioners said they would look 
at the budget and see what they could do.  

 Brian Streit, Maintenance, and Jake Haskett, Great Plains Trenchless, gave a demonstration over the 
sewer issues at the courthouse. Cracks and holes in sewer lines are creating a bad smell in the basement. 
Haskett advises that the pipes need to be cleaned then the cracks and holes can be filled and patched. Mike 
Riemann moved to repair the interior pipe, put a liner in place, and replace the clean out on the exterior at a 
cost not to exceed $30,000. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

 Katie Schroeder, Beloit City Attorney, and Halley Roberson, Beloit City Manager, were present to 
discuss real property clean up around the city. Their concern is staying current on the county tax sale to make 
the best use of properties that are viable in Beloit. The firm Klenda Austerman, LLC out of Wichita, KS handles 
these types of sales for county entities. Cloud County is currently in the middle of a tax sale. Properties have to 
have at least three years of delinquent taxes before they can be sold and Yvonne Melton, Treasurer, said she 
would reach out to the company for more information. The tax sale is a mechanism the county has to deal with 
properties in limbo.  

 Marty Hernandez, Public Works, notified the commission that KDOT offered ownership of the highway 
that extends from Highway 24 to Simpson and Highway 24 to Asherville to Mitchell County. The state will pay 
Mitchell County $400,000 per center square mile and resurface the roadway; it is a total of 3 miles. No decision 
was made and the item was tabled for further discussion. The county is tearing out a bridge on 200 Road by 
Winkel Manufacturing and construction should begin on the bridge on J Road by August.  

 The meeting was adjourned at 10:42 a.m. on motion by Tom Claussen and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 

_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
_____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



April 14, 2025 
 

1. The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, April 14, 2025. Chairman Tom 
Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle were in attendance. The meeting was called to order 
at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 
2. Public Forum - None 

 
3. The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann 

and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of accounts payable, correction orders, and the minutes of 
April 7, 2025. 

 
4. Heather Weston, County Clerk, discussed commissioner redistricting. The numbers for each district currently 

are Commission 1 – 1,534 eligible voters, Commission 2 – 1,660 eligible voters, and Commission 3 – 1,093 
eligible voters. Several options were presented to make the numbers equitable. The commission unanimously 
agreed that splitting the county in a way that shifts Solomon Rapids Township, Turkey Creek Township, Center 
Township, and Round Springs Township into commission district 3 from commission district 2 and shifting 
Bloomfield from commission district 1 to commission district 2. The maps and numbers will be given to the 
County Attorney for review. 

 
5. Melinda Latham, Appraiser, presented the FY2026 budget for the Appraiser’s Office. Latham went through the 

budget in detail. The budget was presented with a 5% decrease and a final total of $244,020. She stated that 
starting January 2026 boats, golf carts, side by sides, and 4-wheelers will be exempt from personal property 
taxes, this will affect the total valuation for the county.  

 
6. Melinda Latham presented the budget for the Mitchell County Fair Association. The budget was presented 

with a 0% increase at a final total of $32,000. 
 

Terrence Silvia, Communications, requested the commissioners sign a Certificate of Appreciation for 10 years 
of service for Nathan Gentry. 

Commissioner Claussen read a letter from Jeff Zimmer requesting to be appointed to the 12th Judicial 
Nominating Committee. Cole Eberle moved to appoint Jeff Zimmer. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann 
and carried 3-0. 

7. Lynne Imboden, HR, presented a quote for iPads to be used for the new time clock system. The quote for 5 
Apple iPads 10 Gen was $1,599.90 and 5 Apple iPads 11 Gen was $1,974.95. The commissioners agreed 
that the county only needs 4 iPads. Mike Riemann moved to approve the purchase of the Apple iPad 11 Gen 
at a total cost of $1,579.96. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

 
8. Brian Streit, Maintenance Supervisor, discussed issues that arose from the sewer project discussed last week. 

He is requesting an adjustment in the scope of the project. Cole Eberle moved to approve an additional 
$20,000 to extend the project to the manhole on the exterior. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and 
carried 3-0. The total project cost now is $50,000. 

 

Halley Roberson, City Manager, updated the commission on the water plant project. Bids will be opened 
tomorrow for pipe work from Waconda Lake to Beloit. Roberson also stated that the city pool is fully staffed.  

9. Marty Hernandez, Public Works Supervisor, discussed the purchase of a mower from Salt Creek Township. 
The money from the purchase will go back into the Salt Creek Township fund. The Salt Creek Township grader 
is out at Hansen Auction to be sold. Maintenance will begin on a dozer and Hernandez is expecting the quote 
to be approximately $24,000. A retirement party for Dale Lewis will be April 25th from 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 
the county shop. The KDOT road discussion that was tabled was readdressed. The commission unanimously 
agreed that they would enter into discussions with KDOT. 

 
10.  Clerk’s Comments – None 

 
11.  Commissioner’s Comments – They discussed controlled burns in Mitchell County.  



 
12. Announcements – The Mental Health Task Force meeting is tonight at 5:30 p.m. and the Fire Chief’s Meeting 

is April 17th at Fort Hays Tech North Central at 5:30 p.m. 
 

13.  Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:48 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 

  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
 



April 21, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, April 21, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:35 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  

 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of accounts payable, correction 
orders, and the minutes of the April 14, 2025 commission meeting. 

 
Cortney Murrow, Health Department, discussed the use of telehealth services for Pawnee Mental Health 
patients at the County Health Department. The patients will already be established with Pawnee Mental 
Health and a fee of $20 was agreed upon. The contract was presented and clarification is needed. Murrow 
completed the recertification for the Vaccine for Children and Adult programs and stated she presented the 
Fair Board with a MOU to use the new building in case of an emergency. The Community Baby Shower 
helped 35-40 mothers and had a lot of county involvement.  

 
Missy McGinnis, EMS, along with employees notified the commission that MC2 is back in rotation but will 
not be taking out of county transfers. McGinnis interviewed for the assistant position/bookkeeper at EMS 
and offered it to Amber Peters.   

 
McGinnis requested an executive session for non-elected personnel. Mike Riemann moved the 
county commissioner meeting recess into an executive session per the non-elected personnel 
exception K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(1) for a period of 10 minutes with McGinnis, the three commissioners, 
and Heather Weston, Clerk. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The session 
started at 9:01 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:11 a.m. in the commissioner room. No 
action was taken. 
 
 Mike Riemann moved to increase Amber Peters pay from $18.50/hr. to $20.50/hr. for her new role 
as Assistant Director/Bookkeeper for EMS. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-
0. 
 

Brian Streit, Maintenance Supervisor, discussed the sewer project at the courthouse. More issues with the 
pipes have surfaced and he is requesting additional funds then were previously approved. Cole Eberle 
moved to approve the full amount originally requested for the sewer project which was $64,160. The motion 
was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 

 
A KDHE permit for the proposed new waste water treatment plant for the City of Beloit was read. The notice 
will be posted outside the clerk’s office. Mitchell County Leadership is having their graduation party on May 
3rd in Hunter.  

Julie Willoughby, DVACK, was present with a proclamation for Sexual Assault Awareness Month. Mike 
Riemann moved to proclaim April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Mitchell County. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

David May with Civic Plus was present to talk about the county website. Jessy Bliss, IT, was also present. 
Civic Plus creates websites and maintains them for local governments. New federal guidelines put into 
place require all citizens have the ability to access websites, our current website is not ADA compliant. The 
quote given is $17,135.80 for the initial year and build and then $8,419 each year after which is subject to 
an uplift fee.  

Heather Weston, Clerk, presented the budgets for the commissioners, the clerk’s office and the election 
fund.  



David Dohe was in to comment on the Fire Chief’s Meeting. They are working on a burn resolution update 
with a permit process online that will take the liability off the fire chiefs. He then gave updates on his 
department. 

Clerk’s Comments – Department heads are beginning to make appointments to present their budgets. 

Commissioner Comments – None  

Announcements – Dale Lewis’s retirement party is Friday from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the county shop. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:39 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
 



April 28, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, April 28, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were 
in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:33 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for April 28, 2025, correction 
orders, and the minutes of the April 21, 2025 commission meeting. 
 
Old Business – A comparable quote from Anytime Lab and Compliance One for county drug testing was 
requested for the next meeting. It will be addressed next week. 
 
Jessy Bliss, IT, David Dohe, EM, and Jessy Knight were present to request an executive session. Cole Eberle 
moved the county commissioner meeting recess into an executive session pursuant to the employer-employee 
negotiations exception, K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(3), for a period of 20 minutes with Bliss, Dohe, Knight, the three 
commissioners, and Heather Weston, Clerk. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The 
session started at 8:48 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:08 a.m. in the commissioner’s room. The 
executive session was extended on motion by Cole Eberle for 5 minutes and seconded be Mike Riemann. The 
motion was carried 3-0 and the session began at 9:08 a.m. The open session will resume at 9:13 a.m. in the 
commissioner’s room. No action was taken. 
 
David Dohe, EM, presented his budget for FY2026. The budget requested is $81,500 which was a decrease 
from 2025. 
 
Jessy Bliss, IT, presented his budget for FY2026. The budget requested included a full time or part time 
employee for the IT Department. The IT budget will increase significantly for FY2026 due to changes in the 
operation of the department. 
 
Clint Offutt, GIS, presented his budget for FY2026. The budget requested is a slight increase to $59,728. 
 
Lydia and Blake Housh, Becker Auto and Heather Monty, Hansen Real Estate, asked if the county would be 
interested in purchasing the Becker Auto building to house the EMS Department. The sale included all 
buildings and 7 or 8 acres at a cost of $724,000. The EMS department will walk thru the building at 3 o’ clock 
today.  
 
Barb Wise and Kathy Webster, Pawnee Mental Health Board, asked that the commissioners proclaim May 
2025 as Mental Health Month in Mitchell County. Cole Eberle moved to proclaim May 2025 Mental Health 
Month in Mitchell County. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
 
Paige Ashley with KPERS, along with Tony Perez, Sheriff, and Steve Martin, Under Sheriff, were present to 
discuss KP&F. Kansas Police and Fire Pension System is under the umbrella of KPERS. It is a better pension 
program for those in high stress fields which allows them to retire at an earlier age. Mitchell County 
departments that are eligible are the Sheriff’s department and EMS and would cost the county more than 
$74,000 in added benefits. No decision will be made until the county budget is prepared because of the extra 
cost.  
 
Cole Eberle approved a neighborhood revitalization for a new home at the cost of $358,000 for Cole & Lesli 
Thomas. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
 
An invoice for Great Plains Trenchless $64,856.27 for the courthouse sewer project was presented. Mike 
Riemann moved to approve the invoice be paid out of the LATCF funds held by the county. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 



 
NCRPC has hired Deb Ohlde as the new executive director. She will replace John Shae.  
 
Clerk’s Comments – KCCEOA Conference is this week. 

Commissioner’s Comments – There was a good turnout for Dale Lewis’s retirement party.  

Announcements – Next meeting is May 5, 2005. The Commission will not be meeting Memorial Day, they will 
meet on the Tuesday after. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:43 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
 



May 5, 2025 
    

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, May 5, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were in 
attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 
Public Forum – Alan Snyder was present to discuss the purchase of the Becker Auto Building by the county.  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded by 
Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for May 5, 2025, correction orders, 
accounts payable, payroll and the minutes of the April 28, 2025 commission meeting. 
 
Old Business – The quotes from Anytime Lab and Compliance One were received. After discussion, Mike 
Riemann moved to use Compliance One for the county drug testing for the Road & Bridge Department, Sheriff’s 
Department, and the Ambulance Service, pre-employment testing and after accident testing will be included. The 
motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
David Dohe, EM, announced the LEPC appointments which were Clyde Thrush, Transportation, and Cole Eberle, 
Elected Official. Tom Claussen moved to appoint Thrush and Eberle to the LEPC board. The motion was 
seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 2-0. Cole Eberle abstained from voting. 
 
On motion by Mike Riemann a Cereal Malt Beverage License was approved for Family Dollar. The motion was 
seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 3-0. 
 
Melinda Latham, Appraiser, presented a contract for reemployment with Mitchell County. The new contract will 
begin July 1, 2025 and be in effect until June 30, 2029. On motion by Tom Claussen Latham’s contract was 
signed. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0.  
 
Morgan Bailey, Beloit Chamber of Commerce, introduced herself to the Mitchell County Board of Commissioners. 
Bailey made a request to have vendor fairs on the courthouse lawn along with many other ideas she is working 
on. It was a unanimous that an event on the courthouse lawn would be a great idea.  
 
Terrence Silvia, Communications, presented his budget for FY2026. A total budget of $614,524 was requested 
which is a decrease from 2025. 
 
Missy McGinnis, EMS, along with employees requested a 15-minute executive session for the acquisition of real 
estate with the McGinnis, Amber Peters, Kelley Hawk, Ryan Scarrow, Stacy Allen, and Melissa Mahin and the 
three commissioners. Tom Claussen moved the meeting of the board of county commissioners’ recess into an 
executive session per land acquisition exception for the Becker Auto building for a period of 15 minutes. The 
motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session began at 9:32 a.m. and the open 
meeting will resume at 9:47 a.m. in the commissioner’s room. The executive session was extended for 5 minutes 
on motion by Tom Claussen and seconded by Cole Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. The executive session 
began at 9:47 a.m. and the open session will resume at 9:52 a.m. No action was taken.  
 
McGinnis presented the EMS budget for FY2026. A total budget of $1,107,600 was requested which is a 
decrease from 2025. 
 
Jason Vetter, Noxious Weed, presented the budget for FY2026. The total budget requested is $266,967 which is 
the same as 2025. 
 
Clerk’s Comments – None  /  Commissioner’s Comments – None  /  Announcements – None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m. on motion by Tom Claussen and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0.  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



May 12, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in a formal session on Monday, May 12, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  

 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Tom Claussen and carried 2-0. Cole Eberle did not vote. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for 
May 12, 2025, correction orders, accounts payable, and the minutes of the May 5, 2025 commission meeting. 
 
Old Business – None 
 
David Dohe, EM, presented the Region F Hazard Mitigation Plan for the commissioner’s approval. Resolution 
25-15 was approved on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0.  
 
Heart Choices board members Nancy Rush, Glenda Rothchild, and Renee Gengler were present to show their 
appreciation, and gratefully acknowledge to the county commissioners their approval for the extra day of 
Firework sales in Mitchell County, July 1st – July 5th 2025. It was a unanimous decision barring fire chief 
approval.  
 
Marty Hernandez & Karm Cherek, Road & Bridge presented the FY2026 budgets for Road and Bridge, Solid 
Waste, & the Special Bridge budget. A total budget of $3,016,000 was requested for Road & Bridge which is a 
decrease from 2025. A total budget of $286,150 was requested for the Special Bridge Fund, the same as 2025. 
A total budget of $500,000 was requested for the Solid Waste Fund which is a decrease from 2025. Hernandez 
requested permission to purchase a used mower from Carrico Implement in Beloit for the landfill.  The cost of 
the mower is $2,350 and the board’s approval was unanimous. 
 
Brian Streit, Maintenance, presented a budget for the Courthouse for FY2026. A total budget of $280,515 was 
requested which is a significant decrease from 2025.  
 
Cortney Murrow, Health Department, requested a 10-minute executive session for non-elected personnel. Mike 
Riemann moved the meeting of the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session per the 
non-elected personnel exemption for an employee of the health department with Murrow, Weston, and the 
three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session began 
at 9:42 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:52 a.m. in the county commissioner’s room. The executive 
session was extended for 5 minutes on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole Eberle. The motion 
was carried 3-0. The executive session began at 9:53 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:58 a.m. in 
the commissioner’s room.  No action taken. 
 
Mike Riemann moved to increase the wage for Jenny Lundine, Health Department, from $18.25/hr. to 
$19.25/hr. effective June 1st. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
Tony Perez, Sheriff, requested an executive session for 10 minutes. Mike Riemann moved the meeting of the 
Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session per the non-elected personnel exemption for 
an employee of the sheriff’s department with Perez, Weston, and the three commissioners. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session began at 10:08 a.m. and the open meeting 
will resume at 10:18 a.m. in the county commissioner’s room. No action taken. 
 
Cole Eberle moved to increase the wage for Kayia Crouch, Sheriff’s Department, from $16.00/hr. to $17.00/hr. 
effective June 6th. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
 



Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None 
 
Announcements – There is a meeting tonight for the Mental Health Task Force. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:38 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Tom 
Claussen. The motion was carried 3-0. 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
 



May 19, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in a formal session on Monday, May 19, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  

 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Tom Claussen and carried 2-0. Cole Eberle did not vote. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for 
May 19, 2025, correction orders, accounts payable, and the minutes of the May 12, 2025 commission meeting. 
 
Old Business – None 
 
Tony Miller, NCK CASA, presented a budget for FY2026. NCK CASA is requesting a total budget of $14,000, 
the same amount as the previous year. 
 
Virgil Jeardoe and Daryl Streit, Tipton Rural Fire #2, presented a budget for FY2026. A total budget of $35,000 
was requested which is an increase of $8,000 from 2025. 
 
Amanda Johnson and Fred Severance, Soil Conservation, presented a budget for FY2026. A total budget of 
$30,000 was requested which is the same as the prior year. They spoke about a Prescribed Burn Association 
which is locally headed up to help residents burn safely.  
 
Allen Eilert and Garry Clark, Mitchell County Rural Fire #3, presented a budget for FY2026. A total budget of 
$90,000 was requested which is an increase of $7,000 from 2025. 
 
Deb Ohlde, NCRPC Director, introduced herself to the Board of Commissioners. She has been with the 
planning commission on and off for almost 30 years and was just recently named director after the resignation 
of John Shae. 
 
Missy McGinnis, EMS, requested a ten-minute executive. Mike Riemann moved the meeting of the County 
Board of Commissioners recess into an executive session for the preliminary discussion of the acquisition of 
real property concerning the Becker Land purchase for ten minutes with McGinnis, Garry Clark, Marty 
Hernandez, Allen Eilert, Fred Severance, Tom Deneke, Weston, and the three commissioners. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session started at 9:35 a.m. and the open meeting 
will resume at 9:45 a.m. No action taken.  
 
McGinnis requested a five-minute executive session for non-elected personnel. Mike Riemann moved the 
Board of County Commissioners recess into a five-minute executive session for non-elected personnel for 
EMS shift leads. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session began at 
10:04 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 10:09 a.m. Mike Riemann moved the extend the executive 
session five minutes. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session began 
at 10:09 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 10:14 a.m. No action taken. 
 
Cole Eberle moved that Andrew Allen, Melissa Mahin, and Bobby Knudsen receive a $0.50/hr. wage increase. 
The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
 
Fred Severance, Tom Deneke, and Marty Hernandez, Mitchell Cloud Ottawa Rural Fire #1, presented a budget 
for FY2026. A total budget of $116,524 was requested which is a $10,000 increase from the prior year.  
 
The Board of Commissioners signed Years of Service certificates for the following employees: Cyndee 
McCullough – 25 years, Dale Lewis – 40 years, Kristen Kadel – 20 years, Randy Sprague – 20 years, Galen 



Gengler – 20 years, Nathan Gentry – 10 years, Jason Miner – 10 years, Janet Gengler – 5 years, Andrew Allen 
– 5 years, and David Dohe – 5 years. 
 
Cortney Murrow, Health Department, presented a budget for FY2026. The budget requested was for $733,200 
which is in line with the 2025 budget. 
 
A Cereal Malt Beverage license for GE Marina, LLC was approved on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by 
Mike Riemann. Motion carried 3-0. 
 
A fireworks stand permit for Wholesale Fireworks was approved on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by 
Mike Riemann. Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Jeff Reece, Auditor with Lindburg Vogel Pierce Faris Chartered, introduced himself to the Board of 
Commissioners.  
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None 
 
Announcements – The Multi-County Meeting is June 16th in Mankato.  
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 11:01a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



May 27, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in a formal session on Tuesday, May 27, 2025, 
Monday was a holiday. Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with 
Heather Weston, County Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for May 27, 2025, correction 
orders, and the minutes of the May 19, 2025 commission meeting. 
 
Old Business – Townships had previously requested funds which the county receives in lieu of taxes for the 
Glen Elder Lake land. The dollar amount presented is based on the acres that are taken up by the lake. Mike 
Riemann moved to pay Cawker, Glen Elder, Carr Creek, and Walnut Creek Township payments equal to the 
acreage of the lake for the 2026 budget year. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
Mike Riemann moved to approve the Mitchell County Anti-Drug and Alcohol Misuse Prevention Policy. The 
motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0.  
 
Marty Hernandez, Road & Bridge, requested an executive session. Mike Riemann moved the Board of County 
Commissioners recess into a five-minute executive session for non-elected personnel to discuss the 
performance of an employee of the Road & Bridge Department. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and 
carried 3-0. The executive session began at 8:54 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 8:59 a.m. in the 
commissioner’s room. No action taken. 
 
Marty Hernandez, Road & Bridge, requested an executive session. Mike Riemann moved the Board of County 
Commissioners recess into a five-minute executive session for non-elected personnel to discuss the 
performance of an employee of the Road & Bridge Department. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and 
carried 3-0. The executive session began at 8:59 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:04 a.m. in the 
commissioner’s room. No action taken. 
 
Mike Riemann moved to increase Jacob Stanton from $16.50/hr. to $18.50/hr. and Jon Weston from $21.50/hr. 
to 24.00/hr. as both will move to leadership positions. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-
0. 
 
Tony Perez and Donna Schmitt, Sheriff’s Department, presented a budget for FY2026. A total budget of 
$2,196,647 was requested which a decrease from the prior year.  
 
Melinda Latham, Appraiser, presented a resolution for rehire. Mike Riemann moved to approve Resolution 25-
16. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
Michael Rezkalla, Barb Wise, and Jonathan Sapaugh with Pawnee Mental Health were present with a budget 
for FY2026. A budget of $58,427.25 was requested which is an increase of 5% from 2025. 
 
Tami Eck, Register of Deeds, presented a budget for FY2026. A budget of $130,873 was requested which is a 
decrease from the prior year. 
 
Kyle Peterson and Vickie Mears, Mitchell County Historical Society, presented a budget for FY2026. A total 
budget of $77,000 was requested which was a $3,000 increase from 2025. 
 
Shelia Nelson-Stout, Barb Wise, Susan Sprague, and Kendra Krier, OCCK, were present with the FY2026 
budget. A total budget request of $58,500 was requested which is the same as the year prior.  
 



Missy McGinnis, EMS, requested an executive session. Mike moved the meeting of the Mitchell County Board 
of Commissioners recess into an executive session for 20 minutes for the preliminary acquisition of land 
dealing with the Becker Auto building with McGinnis, EMS employees, Garry Clark, Kris Jones, the 
commissioners, and Weston. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session 
began at 10:51 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 11:11 a.m. in the commissioner’s room. No action 
taken. 
 
The commissioners requested McGinnis put together an estimate for what it would cost to get EMS moved into 
the Becker building before any further discussion.  
 
Clerk’s Comments – Weston stated what was still needed to be able to complete the 2026 budget. 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None 
 
Announcements – None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 11:26 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



June 2, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, June 2, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were 
in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the agenda for June 2, 2025, accounts 
payable, payroll and the minutes of the May 27, 2025 commission meeting. 
 
Old Business – Resolution 25-17 Commissioner Redistricting was approved on motion by Cole Eberle and 
seconded by Mike Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
Judge Wright & Pam Thiessen, District Court, presented a budget for the District Court FY2026. The total 
budget of $153,350 was requested which is a slight increase from 2025.  
 
Mark Noah, County Attorney, presented the commission with a deed for the AGCO IRB. Cole Eberle moved to 
sign the deed and it was seconded by Mike Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. The property will be deeded 
back to AGCO as they have satisfied their Industrial Revenue Bonds. 
 
Mark Noah, County Attorney, presented a budget for the County Attorney’s Office for FY2026. A total budget of 
$302,943.30 was requested which is a decrease from 2025. 
 
Halley Roberson & Tom Naasz, City of Beloit, were present to discuss the Neighborhood Revitalization 
Program (NRP). They addressed what an incentive NRP is for the county.  
 
Emily Benedick, SVED, presented information gathered from other counties about their NRP’s. The Mitchell 
County program expires January 2026 and will need to be renewed. The individuals agreed that there are 
adjustments that can be made to make the program better for the community. 
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – Commissioner Eberle stated that he spoke with Marty Hernandez, Road & 
Bridge, about placing a slow sign on a road in Glen Elder Township. 
 
Announcements – None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:11 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 

  
__________________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
__________________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
__________________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
 
__________________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



June 9, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, June 9, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were 
in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for June 9, 2025, accounts 
payable, June 2, 2025 Work Session Minutes and the minutes of the June 2, 2025 commission meeting. 
 
Old Business – None 
 
David Dohe, EM, was present to update the commissioners about the NCK Regional Homeland Security 
Council. There is a pot of money that is allocated for projects or which 25% must be used for law enforcement. 
If this source of funding goes away at the federal level, then it may revert back to county funding. He just 
wanted to give the commissioners a heads up.  
 
Missy McGinnis, EMS, stated that she would have a drawing and an estimate sometime this week for what it 
would take to get EMS into the Becker Auto Building. No decisions on the purchase of the building have been 
made.   
 
Nathan Gentry requested that the commission sign the Field Day Proclamation. The Amateur Radio Field Day 
will be held June 28–29, 2025 at the VFW in Glasco, KS and is a public event. On motion by Tom Claussen, 
June 22-28, 2025 was proclaimed Amateur Radio Week in Mitchell County. Mike Riemann seconded the 
motion and it was carried 3-0. 
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None 
 
Announcements – The Mental Health Task Force Meeting is tonight from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The multi-
county meeting is June 16th after the Mitchell County Board of Commissioner meeting at the Mankato 
Courthouse. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:37 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



June 16, 2025 
Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, June 16, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  

 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by 
Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for June 16, 2025, accounts 
payable, and the minutes of the June 9, 2025 commission meeting. 
 
Old Business – None 
 
Marty Hernandez, Public Works, and Casey Frasier, Foley Equipment, were present to discuss a potential 
grader purchase. Foley bid a 140-15AWJ All-Wheel Drive Caterpillar Grader at a price of $392,000, allowing 
trade in of $65,000 for a 2010 12M. This would bring the purchase price to $327,000. Mike Riemann moved to 
approve the purchase of the Caterpillar 140-1515AWJ with the trade in of $65,000 for a total purchase of 
$327,000. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
Yvonne Melton, Treasurer, was present to discuss the Treasurer’s Office budget for FY 2026. A total budget of 
$332,381 was requested which is a decrease from 2025. 
 
Julie Willoughby, DVACK, was present with a proclamation for Elder Abuse Awareness Month. Cole Eberle 
proclaimed June Elder Abuse Awareness Month in Mitchell County. The motion was seconded by Mike 
Riemann and carried 3-0. 
 
A fireworks stand permit was approved for Heart Choices on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
A neighborhood revitalization for Scot Bandel for a new home at a cost of $200,000 was approved on motion 
by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle. Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Cole Eberle moved that Mitchell County remain in the NCKLEPG for the 2025/2026 fiscal year and pay the 
$1,500 annual fee. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
 
Clerk’s Comments – There will be a department head work session next Monday at 10:00 a.m. covering the 
county budget and cyber security.   
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None  
 
Announcements – The Multi-County Work Session will take place at Noon at the Jewell County Courthouse. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



June 23, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, June 23, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  

 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for June 23, 2025, the 
Commission Meeting minutes, June 16, 2023, and the minutes of the Multi-County Work Session, June 16, 
2025 meeting. Cole Eberle did not attend the Multi-County Work Session. 
 
Old Business –Mike Riemann moved to purchase a Health Department vehicle from the general fund for use of 
all county employees. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The commissioners agreed 
they liked the idea of a part time employee for IT that is already certified for the Emergency Manager position, 
when Dohe retires. A total budget of $184,772 was requested for the IT Department for FY2026, with a part 
time employee. A total budget of $112,500 was requested for the EM Department for FY2026, with a part-time 
employee. The part-time employee will be shared. 
 
Neighborhood Revitalizations for Rural Development Group were approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The 
motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. Eight new homes for $258,447 each will be built in the 
North Campus addition. A Neighborhood Revitalization for Troy and Vanessa Tonne for a residential garage at 
a cost of $40,200 was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Reimann and 
carried 3-0. 
 
Rhonda Fernandez, Professional Insurance Consultants (PIC), was present to discuss county benefits. Her 
company provides assistance for HR and with employee benefits. The price per month is based on the size of 
the group, approximately $2,000 per month for Mitchell County, and a 3-year contract would be required.  
 
Tony Perez and Steve Martin, Sheriff’s Department were present to discuss KP&F Insurance for Sheriff’s 
Department employees. The commissioners want to see where the budgets come in first. Employee retention 
for the sheriff’s department is the key. The employee benefit fund will be figured with and without KP&F so the 
commissioners can see the difference. 
 
Clerk’s Comments – Hannah Snyder, Clerk’s Office, has accepted a new job and will be leaving the county July 
1st. 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None  
 
Announcements – There will be no meeting next week, the next meeting will be July 7th. HAM Radio Day will 
be in Glasco on June 28th.   
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:04 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 

 
June 30, 2025 

 
The Mitchell County Commissioners did not meet on June 30, 2025 in formal session due to the 30th 

being the 5th Monday of the month per Resolution 25-04. This serves as a waiver of the minutes. 



July 7, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, July 7, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were 
in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by 
Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for July 7, 2025, the commission 
meeting minutes for June 23, 2025, and the minutes of the Department Head Work Session June 23, 2025, 
accounts payable July 7, 2025, and payroll for June.  
 
A Cereal Malt Beverage License for PH of Beloit, LLC DBA Pizza Hut was approved on motion by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
Missy McGinnis, EMS, along with employees were present to discuss issues with the Drug Testing Policy. After 
discussion Compliance One will be contacted regarding wording in the policy. 
 
McGinnis requested an executive session for 10 minutes. Mike Riemann moved that the meeting of the Board 
of County Commissioners recess into executive session for preliminary acquisition of land for the EMS 
department for a period of 10 minutes with McGinnis, EMS employees, Clerk Heather Weston, and the three 
commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session began at 
9:22 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:32 a.m. No action taken. 
 
Janelle Kircher, MCHHS, was present with hospital updates. Solomon Valley Hospice is located back on the 
hospital campus and she spoke about the remodeling and expansions that are ongoing at the hospital.  
 
Darren Booth, Theel Insurance, was in to discuss Freedom Claims Insurance. This is a third-party insurance 
provided that receives a percentage of any savings.    
 
Jeff Reece, auditor with Lindburg Vogel Pierce Faris Chartered, was present to work on the county budget and 
fire department budgets for FY2026. Nothing was approved or decided and the discussion is ongoing.  
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None  
 
Announcements – None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 12:26 p.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



JULY 14, 2025 
 
Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, July 14, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were 
in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Stuart Porter, Schwab Eaton, and Marty Hernandez, Road & Bridge, were present to open bids for the Mitchell 
County Bridge #J7W (Kadel Bridge) construction south of Beloit. Two construction and an engineer estimate 
were presented to the commission. Schwab Eaton’s engineering bid for the project is $618,019.60. The first bid 
opened was from King Construction, Hesston, KS for the amount of $554,635.15. The second bid opened was 
from L & M Contractors, Great Bend, KS for the amount of $712,786.00. Both bids were given to Porter to 
check for any errors. He will return next week for bid approval. 
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for July 14, 2025, the 
commission meeting minutes for July 7, 2025, and accounts payable July 14, 2025.  
 
McGinnis requested an executive session for 15 minutes. Mike Riemann moved that the meeting of the Board 
of Commissioner recess into executive session for preliminary discussion of acquisition of land for the EMS 
department for a period of 15 minutes with McGinnis, EMS employees, Clerk Heather Weston, and the three 
commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session began at 
8:46 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:01 a.m. in the commissioner’s room. No action taken. 
 
Commissioner Eberle contacted Compliance One about the concerns the EMS staff addressed last week. After 
discussion, wording in the policy will be changed.  
 
Mitchell County Department representatives were present to discuss the budget for the county. The outcome of 
the discussion was that the commissioners wanted to stay revenue neutral. A special budget meeting will be 
held Thursday, July 17, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. to approve the proposed budget for publishing.  
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None  
 
Announcements – A special budget meeting will be held Thursday the 17th at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 11:03 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



JULY 17, 2025 
 
Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Thursday, July 17, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for July 17, 2025.  
 
David Dohe, EM, expressed his concerns with the county budget remaining revenue neutral and the impacts 
that it could have in the future. 
 
Commissioner Riemann requested that budgets turned in next year have an itemized listing of contractual and 
commodities for each department.  
 
Cole Eberle moved to approve the proposed budgets for Mitchell County, MCO #1, Tipton Rural Fire #2, and 
MC Rural Fire #3 for publication. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The levies 
proposed are below: 
  

Mitchell County – 88.983 
 MCO Fire #1 – 5.774 
 Tipton Rural Fire #2 – 3.192 
 MC Rural Fire #3 – 3.075 
 
The hearing dates for the Mitchell County and Fire Districts budgets will be August 25, 2025 during the regular 
scheduled commission meeting. Mitchell County and MCO Fire #1 will remain revenue neutral. Tipton Rural 
Fire #2 and MC Rural Fire #3 have levies exceeding the Revenue Neutral Rate. 
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None 
 
Announcements - None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 1:28 p.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 

  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



July 21, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, July 21, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were 
in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Public Forum – A letter about an indigent burial was presented to the commission from Roberts Family Funeral 
Home. Tom Claussen moved to pay the cremation at an amount of $750. The motion was seconded by Cole 
Eberle and carried 3-0.  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by 
Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for July 21, 2025, the 
commission meeting minutes for July 14, 2025 and July 17, 2025, and accounts payable July 21, 2025.  
 
A revised copy of the Drug Testing Policy was approved on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Stuart Porter, Schwab Eaton, and Marty Hernandez, Road & Bridge, were present to state that there were no 
errors in the bids for the Kadel Bridge. A letter recommending the bid go to King Construction Company, Inc, 
Hesston, KS was prepared by Schwab Eaton. Mike Riemann moved to accept the bid from King Construction 
Company, Inc for $554,635.15 plus accidental costs. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-
0.  
 
Resolution KP&F 25-18 Affiliation with KP&F was approved on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. Motion carried 3-0.  
 
Clerk’s Comments – Our office is currently working on budgets and RNR notices will be sent out soon. 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None  
 
Announcements – None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 

 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
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July 7, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, July 7, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were 
in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by 
Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for July 7, 2025, the commission 
meeting minutes for June 23, 2025, and the minutes of the Department Head Work Session June 23, 2025, 
accounts payable July 7, 2025, and payroll for June.  
 
A Cereal Malt Beverage License for PH of Beloit, LLC DBA Pizza Hut was approved on motion by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
Missy McGinnis, EMS, along with employees were present to discuss issues with the Drug Testing Policy. After 
discussion Compliance One will be contacted regarding wording in the policy. 
 
McGinnis requested an executive session for 10 minutes. Mike Riemann moved that the meeting of the Board 
of County Commissioners recess into executive session for preliminary acquisition of land for the EMS 
department for a period of 10 minutes with McGinnis, EMS employees, Clerk Heather Weston, and the three 
commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session began at 
9:22 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:32 a.m. No action taken. 
 
Janelle Kircher, MCHHS, was present with hospital updates. Solomon Valley Hospice is located back on the 
hospital campus and she spoke about the remodeling and expansions that are ongoing at the hospital.  
 
Darren Booth, Theel Insurance, was in to discuss Freedom Claims Insurance. This is a third-party insurance 
provided that receives a percentage of any savings.    
 
Jeff Reece, auditor with Lindburg Vogel Pierce Faris Chartered, was present to work on the county budget and 
fire department budgets for FY2026. Nothing was approved or decided and the discussion is ongoing.  
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None  
 
Announcements – None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 12:26 p.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



JULY 14, 2025 
 
Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, July 14, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were 
in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Stuart Porter, Schwab Eaton, and Marty Hernandez, Road & Bridge, were present to open bids for the Mitchell 
County Bridge #J7W (Kadel Bridge) construction south of Beloit. Two construction and an engineer estimate 
were presented to the commission. Schwab Eaton’s engineering bid for the project is $618,019.60. The first bid 
opened was from King Construction, Hesston, KS for the amount of $554,635.15. The second bid opened was 
from L & M Contractors, Great Bend, KS for the amount of $712,786.00. Both bids were given to Porter to 
check for any errors. He will return next week for bid approval. 
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for July 14, 2025, the 
commission meeting minutes for July 7, 2025, and accounts payable July 14, 2025.  
 
McGinnis requested an executive session for 15 minutes. Mike Riemann moved that the meeting of the Board 
of Commissioner recess into executive session for preliminary discussion of acquisition of land for the EMS 
department for a period of 15 minutes with McGinnis, EMS employees, Clerk Heather Weston, and the three 
commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session began at 
8:46 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:01 a.m. in the commissioner’s room. No action taken. 
 
Commissioner Eberle contacted Compliance One about the concerns the EMS staff addressed last week. After 
discussion, wording in the policy will be changed.  
 
Mitchell County Department representatives were present to discuss the budget for the county. The outcome of 
the discussion was that the commissioners wanted to stay revenue neutral. A special budget meeting will be 
held Thursday, July 17, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. to approve the proposed budget for publishing.  
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None  
 
Announcements – A special budget meeting will be held Thursday the 17th at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 11:03 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



JULY 17, 2025 
 
Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Thursday, July 17, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for July 17, 2025.  
 
David Dohe, EM, expressed his concerns with the county budget remaining revenue neutral and the impacts 
that it could have in the future. 
 
Commissioner Riemann requested that budgets turned in next year have an itemized listing of contractual and 
commodities for each department.  
 
Cole Eberle moved to approve the proposed budgets for Mitchell County, MCO #1, Tipton Rural Fire #2, and 
MC Rural Fire #3 for publication. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The levies 
proposed are below: 
  

Mitchell County – 88.983 
 MCO Fire #1 – 5.774 
 Tipton Rural Fire #2 – 3.192 
 MC Rural Fire #3 – 3.075 
 
The hearing dates for the Mitchell County and Fire Districts budgets will be August 25, 2025 during the regular 
scheduled commission meeting. Mitchell County and MCO Fire #1 will remain revenue neutral. Tipton Rural 
Fire #2 and MC Rural Fire #3 have levies exceeding the Revenue Neutral Rate. 
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None 
 
Announcements - None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 1:28 p.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 

  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



July 21, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, July 21, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were 
in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Public Forum – A letter about an indigent burial was presented to the commission from Roberts Family Funeral 
Home. Tom Claussen moved to pay the cremation at an amount of $750. The motion was seconded by Cole 
Eberle and carried 3-0.  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by 
Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for July 21, 2025, the 
commission meeting minutes for July 14, 2025 and July 17, 2025, and accounts payable July 21, 2025.  
 
A revised copy of the Drug Testing Policy was approved on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Stuart Porter, Schwab Eaton, and Marty Hernandez, Road & Bridge, were present to state that there were no 
errors in the bids for the Kadel Bridge. A letter recommending the bid go to King Construction Company, Inc, 
Hesston, KS was prepared by Schwab Eaton. Mike Riemann moved to accept the bid from King Construction 
Company, Inc for $554,635.15 plus accidental costs. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-
0.  
 
Resolution KP&F 25-18 Affiliation with KP&F was approved on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. Motion carried 3-0.  
 
Clerk’s Comments – Our office is currently working on budgets and RNR notices will be sent out soon. 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None  
 
Announcements – None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 

 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



July 28, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, July 21, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and member Mike Riemann along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were in attendance. The 
meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Tom Claussen and carried 2-0. The consent agenda consisted of the agenda for July 28, 2025 and the 
commission meeting minutes for July 21, 2025.  
 
A Neighborhood Revitalization plan for Jordan and Ambria Gruber for a 30x50 residential building at the cost of 
$43,545 was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 
2-0. 
 
Cortney Murrow, County Health, was present to discuss an AC unit needing replaced at the Health Department 
and to request approval to run a camera in the building’s sewer to pin point the issues they have been having. 
The commissioners were in agreement that both items be addressed.  
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None  
 
Announcements – None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Tom 
Claussen. The motion was carried 2-0. 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk  
 
 

August 4, 2025 
 

The Mitchell County Commissioners did not meet on Monday, August 4, 2025 in formal session due to lack of 
agenda items to be discussed. This serves as a waiver of the minutes. 

 

 



August 11, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, August 11, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the agenda for August 11, 2025, the 
commission meeting minutes for July 28, 2025 and the waiver of minutes for August 4, 2025, payroll for July 
31, 2025, and accounts payable for August 4, 2025 and August 11, 2025.  
 
The commissioners decided dates and agenda items for upcoming meetings. The Multi-County Meeting will be 
held in Beloit on September 15, 2025 and the Ten-County Meeting will be held in September in Concordia. A 
letter from the Department of Energy concerning Grain Belt Express was read. There was discussion about 
which entities are exceeding their revenue neutral rates and questioning of some budgets. 
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None  
 
Announcements – None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



August 18, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, August 18, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by 
Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for August 18, 2025, the 
commission meeting minutes for August 11, 2025 and accounts payable August 18, 2025.  
 
Keegan Bailey, NCRPC, presented a letter to request a time extension to properly close out the CDBG #23-
CVR-009 Grant. Cole Eberle moved to approve the contract amendment. The motion was seconded by Mike 
Riemann and carried 3-0.  
 
Klenda Austerman LLC presented the commission with paperwork that outlines their tax sale process and fees. 
After discussion, Mike Riemann moved to hire the firm to handle the delinquent tax sales in Mitchell County. 
The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. Yvonne Melton and Michelle Langham, Treasurer’s 
Office, will be listed as the contact person for the firm.   
 
Mike Riemann moved the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-elected 
personnel for the communications department for a period of 5 minutes with Terrence Silvia, Communications, 
Heather Weston, County Clerk, and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and 
carried 3-0. The executive session began at 9:10 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:15 a.m. in the 
county commissioner’s room. No action taken. 
 
Mike Riemann moved the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-elected 
personnel for the communications department for a period of 5 minutes with Terrence Silvia, Communications, 
Heather Weston, County Clerk, and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and 
carried 3-0. The executive session began at 9:16 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:21 a.m. in the 
county commissioner’s room. No action taken. 
 
Mike Riemann moved to increase the night shift pay differential for the Communications Department from 
$0.50 per hour to $1.00 per hour for all current and future night shift employees. The motion was seconded by 
Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
Mike Riemann moved the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for security 
measures for the communications departments for a period of 10 minutes with Terrence Silvia, 
Communications, Heather Weston, County Clerk, and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by 
Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive session began at 9:23 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 
9:33 a.m. in the county commissioner’s room. No action taken. 
 
Mike Riemann moved the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-elected 
personnel for the EMS Department for a period of 10 minutes with Missy McGinnis, EMS, Heather Weston, 
County Clerk, and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 3-0. The 
executive session began at 9:35 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:45 a.m. in the county 
commissioner’s room. No action taken. 
 
Jessy Bliss was present to discuss the Secure Tech presentation on the agenda. The presentation was moved 
to late September. 
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 



Commissioner’s Comments – A short discussion about the price of vehicle repairs for county vehicles was had. 
The issue will be looked into further. 
 
Announcements – None 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:08 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 

 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



August 25, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, August 25, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for August 25, 2025 and the 
commission meeting minutes for August 18, 2025.  
 
A bridge construction contract from King Construction, Hesston, was signed for project number 65C-5274-01 
for a bridge replacement on J Road. The contract amount is $554,635.15. Cole Eberle moved to approved the 
contract. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
 
Commissioner Claussen read a letter for the Property Valuation Department stating that Mitchell County was in 
substantial compliance for the 2025 appraisal year. 
 
The public Revenue Neutral Rate (RNR) Hearing for Lulu Township was opened at 8:55 a.m. Resolution 25-19 
was approved on motion by Cole Eberle to exceed the RNR. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and 
a roll call vote followed; Tom Claussen - yes, Mike Riemann - yes, and Cole Eberle - yes. The motion was 
carried 3-0. The public RNR hearing for Lulu Township was closed. 
 
The public budget hearing for MCO Fire District #1, Lulu Township, Center Township, Eureka Township, Hayes 
Township, Logan Township, Salt Creek Township, and Mitchell County was opened at 9:00 a.m. Mike Riemann 
moved to approve the above-mentioned 2026 budgets. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 
3-0. The budget hearing was closed. 
 
The public RNR hearing was opened at 9:10 a.m. for Tipton Rural Fire District #2. Resolution 25-20 was 
approved on motion by Cole Eberle to exceed the RNR. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and a roll 
call vote followed; Tom Claussen – yes, Mike Riemann – yes, and Cole Eberle – yes. The motion was carried 
3-0. The public RNR hearing for Tipton Rural Fire District #2 was closed. 
 
 The public budget hearing for Tipton Rural Fire District #2 was opened at 9:15 a.m. Mike Riemann moved to 
approve the 2026 budget for Tipton Rural Fire District #2. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and 
carried 3-0. The budget hearing was closed. 
 
The public RNR hearing was opened at 9:20 a.m. for Mitchell County Rural Fire District #3. Resolution 25-21 
was approved on motion by Mike Riemann to exceed the RNR. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and 
a roll call vote followed; Tom Claussen – yes, Mike Riemann – yes, and Cole Eberle – yes. The motion was 
carried 3-0. The public RNR hearing for Mitchell County Rural Fire District #3 was closed. 
 
The public budget hearing for Mitchell County Rural Fire District #3 was opened at 9:25 a.m. Mike Riemann 
moved to approve the 2026 budget for Mitchell County Rural Fire District #3. The motion was seconded by 
Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The budget hearing was closed. 
 
Jessy Bliss, IT, was present to discuss the possibility of a paid internship for an IT student from the tech 
college. This topic will be discussed further. 
 
Yvonne Melton and Michelle Langham, Treasurer’s Office, were present and requested an executive session. 
Cole Eberle moved the meeting of the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for 
non-elected personnel for 15 minutes with Melton, Langham, and the three commissioners. The executive 
session started at 9:40 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:55 a.m. The executive session was 



extended for 10 minutes on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-
0. The executive session started at 9:55 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 10:05 a.m. in the Mitchell 
County Commissioners room. No action taken. 
 
Mike Riemann moved Jodi Mosher, Chelsi Annett, and Alejandra Bliss, Treasurer’s Office, receive a dollar 
wage increase. The starting wage in the Treasurer’s office is now set at $17 per hour. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
Clerk’s Comments – None 
 
Commissioner’s Comments – None 
 
Announcements – The next meeting will by Tuesday, September 2nd. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:08 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 

  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



September 2, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, September 2, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and member Mike Riemann along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were in 
attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Tom Claussen and carried 2-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for September 2, 2025, the 
commission meeting minutes for August 25, 2025, the Accounts Payable Warrants September 2, 2025 and 
Employee Payroll for August 29, 2025.  
 
Melinda Latham, Appraiser, was present and explained the procedural compliance letter from the state, dealing 
with the appraiser’s office, read last week by the commission. 
 
Stuart Porter, Schwab Eaton, and Marty Hernandez, Road & Bridge, were present with the engineering service 
contract between the Mitchell County and Schwab Eaton. The contract states engineering costs are not to 
exceed $53,400. Mike Riemann moved that the contract was approved and signed as stated. The motion was 
seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 2-0. 
 
Carol Torkelson, NCRPC, was present for the close out hearing for the CDBG grant 23-CVR-19. The hearing 
was opened at 9:00 a.m. With no discussion, the hearing was closed. Mike Riemann moved to close out the 
project and sign the Grant Close-Out Transmittal Form. The motion was seconded by Tom Claussen and 
carried 2-0. 
 
Terrence Silvia, Communications, was present to inform the commission the estimate for a battery backup 
came in at $60,000. This is too costly and he decided the department will do it in house for cheaper. Silvia 
requested the use of remaining LATCF funds towards the cost of the battery backup. The commissioners 
agreed to table this discussion till next week since other departments have also requested use of these funds.   
 
Phillip Murrow and Nash Smith, Carr Creek Township, were preset to discuss the cost to rock roads in Cawker 
and Carr Creek Townships. The roads had to be rocked because of the traffic as a result of the closure of the 
causeway. The total cost of the rock was $30,000. Murrow also discussed the destruction to the roads done by 
hunters and the lack of funds to maintain the roads. They requested reimbursement from the county, anything 
would help. No decision was made.  
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:02 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Tom 
Claussen. The motion was carried 2-0. 
 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



September 8, 2025 
Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, September 2, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and member Mike Riemann along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were in 
attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Tom Claussen and carried 2-0. The consent agenda consisted of the Agenda for September 8, 2025, the 
commission meeting minutes for September 2, 2025, and the Accounts Payable Warrants for September 8, 
2025.  
 
Jessy Bliss, IT, introduced his intern Logan Knight who attends Fort Hays Tech North Central in the IT program.  
 
Cortney Murrow, County Health, and Terrence Silvia, Dispatch, were present to discuss the use of the 
remaining LATCF funds. Murrow requested $5,400 towards her sewer project, Bliss requested $2,500 towards 
wages for his intern, and Terrence Silvia requested the rest to go towards the purchase of a generator and 
server that need replaced. There is approximately $33,000 in funds to expend. Mike Riemann moved to 
transfer $5,400 to County Health, $2,500 to IT, and the remainder to Dispatch. The motion was seconded by 
Tom Claussen and carried 2-0.  
 
The audit discussion was tabled until next week. Mike Riemann moved to sign the Management 
Representation Letter from Lindberg, Vogel, Pierce, Faris Chartered regarding the 2024 audit. The motion was 
seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 2-0. 
 
Melinda Latham, Appraiser, explained the Mid-Year Ratio Study received from the state. The Mitchell County 
Appraiser’s Office is at 99.45% for all sales from January to June 2025. Residential and Commercial properties 
are tracked. 
 
Tony Perez, Sheriff, was present to inform the commission of two vehicle purchases. The department will be 
trading in a 2018 Dodge Durango and 2021 Chevy Tahoe and purchase two Chevy Tahoes at the cost of 
$52,464.20 before trade in.  
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:41 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Tom 
Claussen. The motion was carried 2-0. 
 

 
  
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



September 15, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, September 15, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Tom Claussen and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the agenda, correction order and the 
Accounts Payable Warrants, September 15, 2025. The commission meeting minutes for September 8, 2025 
were approved on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Tom Claussen. Motion carried 2-0. Cole Eberle 
abstained from voting. 
 
Cassie Thiessen and Blaire Todd, Post Rock Extension District, were present to inform the commissioners of 
the work done by the extension office. Thiessen is the Horticulture agent and Todd is a Livestock Agent for the 
district. The extension office also implements the 4-H Program. 
  
Phillip Murrow, Carr Creek Township, returned to discuss repayment of rock put on township roads while the 
causeway was under construction.    
 
The Mitchell County Audit Discussion, tabled from last week, continued. Cortney Murrow and Jenny Lundine, 
County Health, Missy McGinnis and Amber Peters, EMS, and Yvonne Melton and Michelle Langham, 
Treasurer’s Office, were present. The majority of the discussion pertained to ACH Payments and the fact they 
are not claimed in a timely manner which was pointed out on the annual audit. The commissioners stated that 
the accounts need to be reconciled every month and they expect updates. Unclaimed funds will be transferred 
to the general fund if need be. The bookkeeping at EMS was also called into question. 
 
McGinnis reported that Ambulance MC2 was towed to Central Plains Diesel in Salina due to engine issues. 
They will not work on the unit because of the prior work done by American Ag & Auto. Maintenance on this unit 
in ongoing. 
 
Murrow is wanting to put education out about Suicide Prevention. It was decided that letters will be enclosed 
with tax statements. 
 
Emily Benedick, NCRPC, was in with the changes to the NR Plan which is up for renewal in January. Changes 
are capping residential at $500,000 for a single-family residence, capping agriculture buildings at $500,000, 
only one open project per parcel, and an 80% rebate for 5 years instead of a decreasing value. All 
commissioners agreed they were comfortable with these changes and Benedick will present this plan to 
entities for approval.  
 
Jessy Bliss, IT, was in with an invoice from Racers Tech which he explained to the commissioners.  
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:23 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



September 22, 2025 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, September 22, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  

Public Forum – None 

Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by 
Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the meeting agenda and the commission 
meeting minutes for September 15, 2025. 

A Neighborhood Revitalization for Tayson & Alexa Romero for a 30’x40’ garage at a cost $26,700 was 
approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

The commissioners were presented with an invoice to join NACO for $450. Discussion on the issue was tabled 
until the next meeting. 

Missy McGinnis, EMS, was present along with employees. The commissioners looked at an ambulance for 
sale for $273,000. This one would be an option instead of the ambulances currently on order. Engine troubles 
with the current ambulance were discussed further. McGinnis stated she has looked into programs for in house 
billing. Commissioner Riemann wants to review the numbers with DeLisa’s to make sure reconciliation is done. 
DeLisa’s will be at the next commission meeting.  

The commissioners agreed to sign the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement for the North Central Kansas Juvenile 
Detention Facility. The revised agreement was reviewed by County Attorney Mark Noah.  

Noah requested an executive session. Tom Claussen moved the meeting of the board of commissioners’ 
recess into an executive session for attorney-client privilege dealing with the Tourism Board for a period of 20 
minutes with Noah, Mandy Fincham, Lucille Heller, Kyle Peterson, and Elizabeth Palen, Tourism, Tony Perez, 
Sheriff, Weston, Clerk and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 
3-0. The executive session started at 9:44 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 10:04 a.m. No action 
taken. 

In open session, Cole Eberle moved to proceed with the collection of $2,145 which is owed to the Tourism 
Board. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. David Porter was present to express his 
opinions on the issue. 

Mike Riemann moved to contribute a $500 match to the Demo to Dirt program conducted by NCRPC. The 
motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 

_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 

_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 

_____________________________ 

ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 

September 29, 2025 

The Mitchell County Commissioners did not meet on September 29, 2025 in formal session due to the 
29th being the 5th Monday of the month per Resolution 25-04. This serves as a waiver of the minutes. 



October 6, 2025 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, October 6, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  

Public Forum – None 

Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by 
Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the agenda, the meeting minutes and 
department head work session minutes September 22, 2025, the employee payroll warrants September 30, 
2025, accounts payable warrants October 6, 2025 and correction orders. 

A Neighborhood Revitalization for Michael Stauffer, M-S Remodeling LLC for a residential structure at the cost 
of $350,000 was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 
3-0. 

Missy McGinnis, EMS, was present with employees, and representatives from DeLisa’s Billing Service. 
DeLisa’s explained the billing software and the tasks they preform for the EMS service. McGinnis receives 
monthly statements that show what has been billed and received. There is still an issue with payments going to 
the wrong account. The commissioners would like to see the monthly statements moving forward.  

Tom Deneke, Tyler Jensen, and Kris Jones, Rescue Squad, and Garry Clark, MC Rural Fire #3, were present 
to discuss the progress of a new EMS building. They are looking at an 80’x100’ building with 6 bay doors. All in 
attendance agreed that the first estimate was too high. The commissioners asked for more bids to get a better 
idea of the cost. It was also mentioned that a flashing warning sign when emergency vehicles are leaving 
would be beneficial, but dealing with the state is the issue.  

McGinnis requested permission to buy the ambulance displayed last week, a 2024 Ford F550 gas unit from 
Medix Specialty Vehicles for $273,529. This unit will replace the 2028 unit on order from Osage Ambulance. 
Cole Eberle moved to purchase the unit at the price of $273,529. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann 
and carried 3-0.  

Janelle Kircher, MCHHS, informed the commission of hospital updates. MCHHS was awarded the Beckers 
Health Care Award for nursing communications, 146 kindergarteners attended the Teddy Bear Clinic, and they 
are preforming a community health needs assessment to highlight the gaps in the community. The hospital has 
six high school interns this semester. The 2nd Annual Ladies Night Out is October 15th. The north wing 
renovations will be finished towards the end of this month, an open house and ribbon cutting will be 
announced. The next project is moving the rehab department to the main level and renovating the ER.  

Emily Benedick, SVED, asked the commission what they thought about changing Neighborhood Revitalization 
plan from a two-year plan renewal to a five-year plan renewal. Economic Development and the Chamber of 
Commerce are going through a restructuring to increase community out-reach. There is more information to 
come. 

David Dohe, EM, presented the MOU for mutual aid between Mitchell, Lincoln, and Ellsworth Counties 
Emergency Management departments. This gives an EM from another county the authority to respond and 
make decisions if an incident occurs and help is needed. Mike Riemann moved to sign the MOU. The motion 
was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

Sue Wise and Dick Wise, Carr Creek Township, presented two letters to the commissioners. Sue Wise 
resigned her position as Carr Creek Township treasurer. Dick Wise requested to be appointed as Carr Creek 
Township treasurer. Mike Riemann moved to accept the appointment. Cole Eberle seconded the motion and it 
was carried 3-0.  



Brian Streit, Maintenance, brought in two bids for installation of a handicapped door with a push button on the 
south side of the courthouse. The door currently on the south will replace the east basement door. The bid 
from Glass Service, Salina, at a cost of $14,078 is for work done on both doors. The bid from Interstate Glass 
Co. Inc., Junction City, at a cost of $14,009 is for only the handicapped door. Mike Riemann moved to approve 
a bid from Glass Service for $14,078. Cole Eberle seconded the motion and it was carried 3-0. 

Marty Hernandez, Road & Bridge, took three vehicles to Hansen Auction and is needing to replace a truck for 
the bridge crew. Hernandez found a 2016 Ford F350 diesel for $22,000. Mike Riemann moved to purchase the 
2016 Ford F350 extended cab not to exceed $22,000. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-
0. 

Terence Silvia, Dispatch, requested an executive session. Mike Riemann moved the board of county 
commissioners’ recess into an executive session for non-elected personnel pertaining to the communications 
department for a period of 10 minutes with Silvia, Weston, Clerk, and the three commissioners. The motion 
was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0.  The executive session started at 10:19 and the open session 
will resume at 10:29 in the county commissioner’s room. No action taken. 

The Pawnee Mental Health 2026 annual contract was signed on motion by Mike Riemann. It was seconded by 
Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

The Mitchell County Reimbursement Policy was signed on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0.  

Yvonne Melton, Treasurer, was present to follow up on the unclaimed ACH report given to County Health and 
EMS. The commissioners agreed the departments had till October 31st to claim old payments. The balance left 
will be receipted into the general fund. The unclaimed ACH payments will be addressed monthly moving 
forward. 

Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 11:09 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 

_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 

_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 

_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 

_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



October 13 2025 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, October 13, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  

Public Forum – None 

Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the meeting agenda, the meeting minutes 
October 6, 2025, sheriff payroll warrants October 15, 2025, waiver of minutes September 29, 2025, accounts 
payable warrants October 13, 2025 and correction orders. 

Mike Riemann moved to be a member of NACO for the 2026 year for $450. It was seconded by Cole Eberle 
and carried 3-0. 

Michelle Langham was sworn in as Treasurer by County Clerk Heather Weston. Resolution 25-22 Elected 
Official Salaries was approved on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike Riemann. It was carried 3-0. 
Langham’s salary is set at $56,550. 

A Neighborhood Revitalization for Patrick Corpstein for a 50x30x10 Treb building for $70,000 was approved on 
motion by Tom Claussen. It was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

Marty Hernandez, Road & Bridge, and Stuart Porter, Schwab Eaton, were present to discuss bridge 
inspections. Mitchell County has 225 that are inspected and they are mostly in good shape.  

Cortney Murrow, Health Department, Brian Streit, Maintenance, and Jake Haskett, Great Plains Trenchless, 
LLC, were present to discuss the sewer system at County Health. All of the pipes have issues and the whole 
project will cost $93,000 which includes all of the pipes and the outlet. Murrow was looking for guidance on 
how to approach the project. After discussion, they decided to work on the project in steps. She will be back 
with individual quotes for each part of the project at a later date. 

Murrow also discussed needing to replace five laptops in her department. Funds from the Workforce 
Development Grant should cover the cost. Cole Eberle moved to purchase 5 new computers at the cost of 
$9,764.95. It was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. WIC funding is being impacted by the 
government shut down and she is hoping it will work itself out soon. The Health Fair had a good turnout last 
week.   

Tom Deneke, MCO #1, was present to receive approval for a fire truck. The truck is located in Texas and costs 
$53,000. The commissioners unanimously agreed to approve the purchase.  

Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:47 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 

_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 

_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 

_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 

_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



October 20, 2025 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, October 20, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  

Public Forum – None 

Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by 
Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the day’s agenda, the meeting minutes 
October 13, 2025, and accounts payable warrants October 20, 2025. 

Resolution 25-23 Outstanding Check Write-Off was approved on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0 involving checks totaling $442.49. 

Missy McGinnis, EMS, and staff were present with updates. Ambulance MC1 is needing repairs, which are 
very extensive. It was decided not to put any more money into the unit, it will be traded in for the next new 
ambulance received. McGinnis informed the commissioners she is having a medical procedure and would be 
off work for a short time.   

David Dohe, EM, gave updates from the Quarterly Chiefs Meeting. Discussion addressed Pawnee Mental 
Health’s response or lack of on a recent 911 call. Cole Eberle stated that he would get all of the facts and get in 
touch with Pawnee to get a response on the issue.  

Jesse Bliss, IT, stated the County Attorney’s mass storage went down so he added the department to the 
existing off-site county backup. The storage is now at capacity. After discussion, it was decided to purchase 
more storage for now and look to see what documents can be purged. Mike Riemann moved to spend $889.95 
to increase the off-site storage from 20 TB to 40 TB. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 

Terrence Silvia, Dispatch, was present to inform the commission he purchased the server, recorder, and 
battery backup previously discussed. He will return will exact specifics at a later date. 

Clerk’s Comments – None 

Commissioner’s Comments - None 

Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 9:39 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 

_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 

_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 

_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 

_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



October 27, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, October 27, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the agenda and the meeting minutes 
October 20, 2025.  
 
Heather Weston, Clerk, asked the commissioners about holidays and meeting dates for next year. It was 
decided to keep the same holidays and only have three meeting dates in December. Tony Perez and Steve 
Martin, Sheriff’s Department, were present to discuss pay periods. They will stay the same for 2026. 
 
Resolution 25-24 Per Diem Rate for Department of Corrections prisoners was approved on motion by Mike 
Riemann and seconded by Cole Eberle. It was carried 3-0. The new rate is $112. 
 
Cortney Murrow, County Health, Brian Streit, Maintenance, and Jake Haskett, Great Plains Trenchless, were 
present with the modified bids for the sewer system. After discussion, Cole Eberle moved to repair the main 
line at a cost of $62,560 plus the north line for an additional $8,400. The motion was seconded by Mike 
Riemann and carried 3-0. 
 
Julie Willoughby, DVACK, was present for Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Mike Riemann moved to 
proclaim October Domestic Violence Awareness Month in Mitchell County. The motion was seconded by Cole 
Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:08 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Tom 
Claussen. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
 
 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



November 3, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, October 27, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the agenda and the meeting minutes 
October 27, 2025, accounts payable November 3, 2025, employee payroll October 31, 2025. 
 
A letter of support for Solomon Valley Transportation was signed on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was 
seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0.  
 
A Neighborhood Revitalization application for Austin and Alexis Thomas for a 40x50x16 TREB building addition 
at a cost of $118,214.63 was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann 
and carried 3-0. 
 
Michelle Langham, Treasurer, was present to discuss unclaimed ACH payments. Cole Eberle moved to 
transfer the funds into the general fund. It was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. A resolution will be 
approved at a future meeting with the exact amount. 
 
Cortney Murrow and Lisa Blad, County Health, were present to discuss the Christmas bonuses for county 
employees. Mike Riemann moved to give $150 in bonus bucks to full time employees. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0.  
 
Greg Lane, Blue Cross Blue Shield, was present with the 2026 insurance quote for county employees. The 
renewal rate is a 3.67% increase over 2025 rates, which equates to approximately an $80,000 increase. All 
options with the current plan were discussed, along with comparable plans. There are no changes in the life 
insurance plan. No decisions were made and discussion will continue.  
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 11:07 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
 
 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



November 10, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, November 10, 
2025. Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather 
Weston, County Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge 
of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the agenda, the meeting 
minutes November 3, 2025, and accounts payable November 10, 2025. 
 
Darren Booth, Theel Insurance, was present with an insurance quote for 2026. The quote is for a high-
deductible Blue Cross Blue Shield plan with a secondary policy for small claims. No decision was made. 
 
The Board of County Commissioners canvassed the ballots from the 2025 General Election. Twenty-two 
provisional ballots were presented. Eighteen ballots were accepted and four ballots were rejected 
because the voters were not registered in Mitchell County. The canvass was approved on motion by 
Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole Eberle. Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Julie Rabe and Kelly Reling, SVCF, were present to discuss Match Month. The goal is to raise $100,000 
locally. The Hansen Foundation and the Patterson Foundation will match the funds up to $300,000. The 
Solomon Valley Community Foundation provides support for county entities and local businesses.    
 
Marty Hernandez, Public Works, discussed the possibility of taking over the spur roads leading into 
Simpson and Asherville. After discussion, it was decided that as long as the state overlays and seals 
them prior to the county taking over, the county would take control. Commissioner Claussen is going to 
get in touch with the state.  
 
Mandy Fincham, Chamber of Commerce, and Lisa Blad, County Health, were present to discuss 
chamber checks no longer being an option. The chamber is moving to an e-card system that local 
business must sign up for. For more information visit the Discover Mitchell County website or contact the 
chamber. 
 
Kyle Peterson, Tourism, was present and requested an executive session. Mike Riemann moved the 
Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for attorney-client privilege regarding 
Guest Tax for a period of 10 minutes with Peterson, Mandy Fincham, Lucille Heller, Tourism, Mark Noah, 
Attorney, the commissioners, and Weston. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
The executive session began at 9:51 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 10:51 a.m. in the 
commissioner’s room. No action taken. 
 
Noah stated the average across Kansas for the Guest Tax is 6%. Mitchell County Tourism is wanting 
increase the tax from the current 4% to 6%.  
 
The Contract for Audit Services year ending December 31, 2025 with Lindburg Vogel Pierce Faris, 
Chartered was signed on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and 
carried 3-0. 
 
Resolution 25-25 Unclaimed ACH Transfer was approved on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by 
Cole Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. The resolution transfers unclaimed ACH payments of 
$85,999.12 to the general fund. 
 
A Neighborhood Revitalization for Larry and Alice Thompson for a garage, home, and patio at a cost of 
$173,631 was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and 
carried 3-0.  



 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:37 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by 
Mike Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
 
 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



November 17, 2025 
 
Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, November 17, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, Clerk, 
were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the agenda, the meeting minutes November 
10, 2025, and accounts payable November 17, 2025. 
 
Missy McGinnis and Amber Peters, EMS, were present to discuss ACH payments and month end. They are 
working on a custom report that shows what the commission is asking for out of QuickBooks. The board 
questioned the unclaimed ACH payments and stressed the importance of bringing these current. McGinnis 
stated that she was going to work on the 2024 payments and Peters will work on the 2025 payments. They will 
be back in two weeks with another report.  
 
Jessy Bliss, IT, was present for his department head evaluation. Mike Riemann moved the meeting of board of 
county commissioners’ recess into an executive session for non-elected personnel for IT for a period of 10 
minutes with Bliss and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
The executive session started at 9:21 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:31 a.m. in the 
commissioner’s room. 
 
David Dohe, EM, was present for his department head evaluation. Mike Riemann moved the meeting of board 
of county commissioners’ recess into an executive session for non-elected personnel for EM for a period of 10 
minutes with Dohe and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
The executive session started at 9:36 a.m. and the open meeting will resume at 9:46 a.m. in the 
commissioner’s room. 
 
Mark Noah, County Attorney, presented Corrected Resolution 22-TGTX dealing with the Mitchell County guest 
tax rate that is currently set at 4%. This is to correct a mistake in the prior resolution. Cole Eberle moved to 
approve resolution 22-TGTX with the spelling correction. It was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
  
Cortney Murrow, County Health, was present with department updates. Home Health rates are increasing for 
private pay individuals. The home health aide rate is increasing to $20 per hour and a RN rate is increasing to 
$25 per hour. The WIC dietician for Mitchell County has taken a different job and Murrow is now looking for a 
new dietician as it is required by the WIC program. 
 
Yvonne Melton was present to discuss vacation leave from 2004. Melton was appointed treasurer in February 
of 2004 and was not paid her vacation at that time. The commissioners stated that this is an odd situation. 
They made it known that if any other corrections like this need to be made, they want to take care of it now so 
this does not happen again. Tom Claussen moved to pay Melton for 163.5 hours of vacation at a rate of 
$16.70, which was her wage in 2004. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0.  
 
Michelle Langman, Treasurer, introduced Paige Duskie, her new employee in the Treasurer’s office. 
 
Heather Weston, Clerk, was present for her department head evaluation.   
 
Mike Riemann moved to approve the Abstract of Votes Cast for the 2025 General Election. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. A total of 1,207 votes were cast in Mitchell County.  
 
Tom Claussen moved to approve a Neighborhood Revitalization for Paul Gentry. The motion died due to lack 
of a second. The other commissioners stated they would like more information prior to approval. 
 



Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 11:18 a.m. on motion by Cole Eberle and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
 
 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



November 24, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, November 24, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  

 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by 
Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the agenda and the meeting minutes 
November 17, 2025. 
 
For old business, the commission addressed the Neighborhood Revitalization from last week. Mike Riemann 
moved to approve the NR project for Paul Gentry for a building and concrete floor at the price of $50,000. The 
motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
A Neighborhood Revitalization project was approved for Cole & Lesli Thomas for a pole shed at a cost of 
$33,350 on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole Thomas. Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Cortney Murrow, County Health, was present for her department head evaluation. Mike Riemann moved the 
meeting of the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-elected personnel for 
a period of 10 minutes with Murrow and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle 
and carried 3-0. The executive session started at 8:41 a.m. and the open session will resume at 8:51 a.m. in 
the commissioner’s room. 
 
Mike Rezkalla, Pawnee Mental Health, was present to discuss recent activities and initiatives. Pawnee has 
been in more contact with Mitchell County due to recent concerns. A Jail Liaison position is newly created, to 
help individuals with post discharge planning. They are working with the hospital and health department to 
provide better service when individuals leave the ER. Mental health remains a concern in Mitchell County.  
 
Greg Lane, BCBS, was present to explain insurance quotes further. He wanted to explain the implications to 
the formulary if the county were to switch insurance plans. Some prescription drugs would fall off and some 
would require reauthorization. With the rising cost of insurance, a change is inevitable. No decision has been 
made.  
 
Emily Benedick, Economic Development Director, was present with the Interlocal Agreement for Economic 
Development. SVED and the Chamber are now under the name, Discover Mitchell County. Mike Riemann 
moved to approve the interlocal agreement. Cole Eberle seconded and carried 3-0.   
 
Tami Eck, Register of Deeds, was present for her department head evaluation. To clear up a prior issue, Mike 
Riemann moved to approve the pay out of vacation of 89 ½ hours at a wage of $11.82, which was her wage in 
2013 when she was appointed Register of Deeds. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m. on motion by Tom Claussen and seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
____________________________ ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



December 1, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, December 1, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  
 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the meeting agenda, the meeting minutes for 
November 24, 2025, accounts payable December 1, 2025, employee payroll November 26, 2025, and 
correction orders. 
 
Terrence Silvia, Communications, was present to introduce his new employee Cody Silvia.  
 
Melinda Latham, Appraiser, was present for her department head evaluation. Mike Riemann moved the 
meeting of the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-elected personnel for 
a period of 10 minutes with Latham and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle 
and carried 3-0. The executive session started at 8:43 a.m. and the open session will resume at 8:53 a.m. in 
the commissioner’s room. 
 
Clint Offutt, GIS, was present for his department head evaluation. Cole Eberle moved the meeting of the Board 
of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-elected personnel for a period of 10 
minutes with Offutt and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
The executive session started at 8:55 a.m. and the open session will resume at 9:05 a.m. in the 
commissioner’s room. 
 
Marty Hernandez, Public Works, was present for his department head evaluation. Tom Claussen moved the 
meeting of the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-elected personnel for 
a period of 10 minutes with Hernandez and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Mike 
Riemann and carried 3-0. The executive session started at 9:08 a.m. and the open session will resume at 9:18 
a.m. in the commissioner’s room. 
 
For old business, the commissioners revisited the 2026 FY insurance discussion. With the increasing price of 
insurance, they do not know how much longer sustaining the current plan is viable. It is too rushed to make the 
change for next year, but the discussion needs to start as soon as possible to make an informed decision for 
FY 2027. Mike moved that we continue with the BCBS grandfathered plan while exploring Freedom Claims 
and other insurance options to reduce the premiums. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-
0. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:03 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann and seconded by Cole 
Eberle. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



December 8, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, December 8, 2025. Chairman 
Tom Claussen and member Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting 
was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  
 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Tom 
Claussen and carried 2-0. The consent agenda consisted of the meeting agenda and the meeting minutes December 
1, 2025, accounts payable December 8, 2025, and correction orders. 
 
The updated 2025 Mitchell County Solid Waste Management Plan was approved on motion by Tom Claussen. It was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 2-0.  
 
Resolution 25-27 Outstanding Solid Waste Write-Off was approved on motion by Tom Claussen. It was seconded by 
Cole Eberle and carried 2-0. The total of the write off is $248.55. 
 
Brian Striet, Maintenance, was present for his department head evaluation. Cole Eberle moved the meeting of the 
Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-elected personnel for a period of 10 
minutes with Streit and the two commissioners. The motion was seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 2-0. The 
executive session started at 8:39 a.m. and the open session will resume at 8:49 a.m. in the commissioner’s room. 
 
Terrence Silvia, Dispatch, was present for his department head evaluation. Cole Eberle moved the meeting of the 
Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-elected personnel for a period of 10 
minutes with Silvia and the two commissioners. The motion was seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 2-0. The 
executive session started at 8:50 a.m. and the open session will resume at 9:00 a.m. in the commissioner’s room. 
 
Missy McGinnis and Amber Peters, EMS, were present for department updates. They presented documentation 
comparing EMS records to Delisa’s records. After reconciliation, the difference is $120.88. They have claimed 
93,286.16 of the $108,015.77 from 2025 and $2,736.08 of $14,025.48 was claimed from 2024. The commission 
stressed the importance of keeping the ach payments current. McGinnis is looking at a policy change regarding 
employees picking up extra shifts.  
 
Jason Vetter, Noxious Weed, was present for his department head evaluation. Tom Claussen moved the meeting of 
the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-elected personnel for a period of 10 
minutes with Vetter and the two commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 2-0. The 
executive session started at 9:35 a.m. and the open session will resume at 9:45 a.m. in the commissioner’s room. 
 
Vetter announced that he has taken a position with the State of Kansas Department of Agriculture as a Weed and 
Seed Specialist. His last day with Mitchell County will be January 2nd. 
 
David Dohe, EM, along with local fire chiefs presented updated Resolution 25-26 dealing with controlled burning. An 
online form can be found on the county website. Once the form is completed, a call must still be made to Mitchell 
County Dispatch asking for approval. Dispatch will approve the burn as long as everything is in order. Dispatch will 
instruct you what needs to be done if approval is not granted. This resolution is removing the liability from the local 
fire chiefs. This resolution takes effect January 1, 2026. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 a.m. on motion by Tom Claussen seconded by Cole Eberle. The 
motion was carried 2-0. 
 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



December 15, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, December 8, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  
 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Tom Claussen and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the meeting agenda, the meeting minutes 
December 8, 2025, and a correction orders. 
 
Jim Johnson & Chris Mondero were appointed to the Mitchell County Hospital Board on motion by Cole Eberle. 
The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
 
Michelle Langham, Treasurer, was present for her department head evaluation. 
 
Missy McGinnis, EMS, was present for her department head evaluation. Tom Claussen moved the meeting of 
the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-elected personnel for a period of 
10 minutes with McGinnis and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and 
carried 3-0. The executive session started at 9:00 a.m. and the open session will resume at 9:10 a.m. in the 
commissioner’s room. 
 
Missy McGinnis, EMS, was present and requested an executive session for non-elected personnel. Tom 
Claussen moved the meeting of the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for non-
elected personnel for an employee of the EMS department for a period of 10 minutes with McGinnis, Weston, 
and the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The executive 
session started at 9:12 a.m. and the open session will resume at 9:22 a.m. in the commissioner’s room. 
 
Emily Benedick, Discover Mitchell County, was present to request representation from the county on the 
Discover Mitchell County Board. Mike Riemann stated he would be on the board. The SVED Board meeting 
will continue as community update meeting. Mike Riemann moved to contribute $1,400 annually to Discover 
Mitchell County. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. This would be in place of the 
normal contribution to Beloit Area Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Tony Perez, Sheriff, was present for his department head evaluation.  
 
Cortney Murrow, County Health, was present with a resolution for department accounts receivable write-offs. 
Resolution 25-28 for County Health Write-Offs was approved on motion by Cole Eberle for the amount of 
$2,470.12. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
 
Early Detection Works, Free Mammograms & Pap Tests enroll women who meet specific guidelines. Mike 
Riemann moved to participate in the program. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. For 
more information call County Health, 738-5175. 
 
Cortney Murrow, County Health, was present and requested an executive session for non-elected personnel. 
Tom Claussen moved the meeting of the Board of County Commissioners recess into an executive session for 
non-elected personnel for an employee of County Health for a period of 10 minutes with Murrow, Weston, and 
the three commissioners. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. The executive session 
started at 9:20 a.m. and the open session will resume at 9:30 a.m. in the commissioner’s room. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m. on motion by Mike Riemann seconded by Tom 
Claussen. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 



December 22, 2025 
 

Call to Order - The Mitchell County Commissioners met in formal session on Monday, December 22, 2025. 
Chairman Tom Claussen and members Mike Riemann and Cole Eberle along with Heather Weston, County 
Clerk, were in attendance. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.  
 
Public Forum – None  
 
Consent Agenda - The consent agenda was approved on motion by Mike Riemann. The motion was seconded 
by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. The consent agenda consisted of the meeting agenda, the meeting minutes 
December 15, 2025, and a correction orders. 
 
The end of year resolution transfers listed below were approved on motion by Tom Claussen. The motion was 
seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 Resolution 25-29 Water Rescue Regular Fund (Ambulance) to Water Rescue Special Equipment Fund 
- $7,800  
 Resolution 25-30 Rescue Squad Regular Fund (Ambulance) to Rescue Squad Special Equipment Fund 
- $25,500 
 Resolution 25-31 General Fund Sheriff to Sheriff Equipment Reserve Fund - $40,000 
 Resolution 25-33 Road and Bridge Regular Fund to Road and Bridge Capital Outlay - $10,000 
 Resolution 25-34 Road and Bridge Regular Fund to Road and Bridge Special Machinery Fund - 
$100,000 
 Resolution 25-35 Noxious Weed Capital Outlay Fund to Noxious Weed Regular Fund - $25,000 
 
Cole Eberle moved to appoint David Dohe, EM, to the North Central Kansas Regional Homeland Security 
Council. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0. 
 
Mark Noah, Attorney, was present for his department head evaluation.  
 
Mandy Fincham, Tourism, presented an update of the activities for 2025. 
 
Resolution 25-32 Outstanding Ambulance Write-Offs in the amount of $6,247.37 was approved on motion by 
Cole Eberle. The motion was seconded by Mike Riemann and carried 3-0.  
 
Tom Claussen moved to approve a Neighborhood Revitalization for an agriculture building for the amount of 
$377,900 for Jake & Rebecca Smith. The motion was seconded by Cole Eberle and carried 3-0. 
 
Cole Eberle moved to approve an invoice for the Mitchell County KCAMP 2026 contribution in the amount of 
$128,420. The motion was seconded by Tom Claussen and carried 3-0. 
 
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 a.m. on motion by Tom Claussen seconded by Mike 
Riemann. The motion was carried 3-0. 
 
_____________________________ Tom Claussen, Chairman 
 
_____________________________ Mike Riemann, Board Member 
 
_____________________________ Cole Eberle, Board Member 
 
_____________________________  
ATTEST: Heather A Weston, Mitchell County Clerk 
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